READING COMPREHENSION TASKS:

EXE.1

Dear Sir,

As one of your regular readers, I have always admired your policy of supporting the problems of the ordinary citizens of London. I hope, therefore, that you will find space to publish this letter. Lve in a tower block in the East End of London, situated between two busy streets with a street marked along its third side. Naturally we suffer from traffic, noise, dirt and petrol fumes. However, behind us we have an open green space with shady trees which provides us with a quiet, pleasant place where we can enjoy our leisure hours. We are mostly pensioners and there are very few children on the estate.

Our local council recently proposed to make use of this site as a temporary play center for about a hundred children. 

Although all the residents strongly protested against this plan, the council has totally ignored us and has already started uprooting our trees and grass, in spite of the fact that there is a disused school and playground within one hundred meters which would suit their purpose equally well. I should be glad to hear from other readers who have had similar problems and might be able to advise us on what action we should now take.

P. Greene, 

12 Gilmore Street, El

1. This letter is addressed to a 

A newspaper correspondent. 

B housing manager. 

C daily newspaper. 

D local councillor.

2. The writer lives in 

A a block of houses. 

B a busy traffic zone. 

C an out-of-the-way area. 

D the Tower of London.

3. The residents of the estate 

A are mostly retired. 

B are partially disabled. 

C have no children. 

D live by themselves.

4. The council proposed to 

A build a school on the site. 

B use the site for a sports ground. 

C make short-term use of the site. 

D only admit children to the site.

5. Since the residents' protest, the council has 

A had second thoughts 

B demolished the area. 

C gone ahead with their plans. 

D corrected their original plan.

EXE.2
AT WAR WITH A GIANT

The multinational corporation McDonald's, which has a global empire of about 14,000 restaurants in 70 countries and makes over 16 million pounds a year, is in the process of suing two penniless and unemployed British environmental activists. It is accusing David Morris and Helen Steel of distributing a leaflet that is highly critical of the company's environmental record, the unfair treatment of its workers and the nutritional quality of its food. McDonald's denies all the allegations.

For Morris and Steel the trial is an opportunity to broadcast their allegations against McDonald's to the world. And they have nothing to lose. They have no money or property, so that even if McDonald's does win, the hamburger chain will not be able to recover any of the costs of the case from the two activists. It is estimated that the trial will cost McDonald's millions of pounds.

To avoid any legal costs Morris and Steel are representing themselves in court. Helen Steel explains why they took on this battle against the corporate giant: "We felt that really we had no option but to fight this case. It's important to defend freedom of speech and the public's right to criticise the business practices of huge multinational companies. We feel they're important issues and we must see the case through to the end to make sure the issues are not swept under the carpet."

Their campaign was set up shortly after McDonald's took them to court. They are helped by Dan Millis, a former lawyer, who co-ordinates it from his flat. "We're getting support from all around the world. People are sending in letters and messages. And also we're getting donations from people, which is how Helen and Dave are funding their defence and paying administration costs," explains Millis.

McDonald's spends about 6 per cent of its annual budget - about 900,000 pounds a year - on advertising to promote a warm and welcoming family image. Many believe that the trial has done irreparable damage to the company's image, although Mark Stem, Head of Communications for McDonald's in the UK, insists that it isn't a public relations' disaster.

(adapted from BBC English)

1. Who are David Morris and Helen Steel?

a. Two people who lost their money fighting against McDonald's.

b. Two people against whom McDonald's made a legal claim.

c. Two people who are suing McDonald's for destroying the environment.

2. What will happen if McDonald's wins the case? 

a. It will get all its money back. 

b. It will lose a great deal of money anyway. 

c. It will take over the activists' property.

3. Why did Morris and Steel decide to carry on with the fight?

a. They wanted to prove people's right to express their opinions about public issues.

b. They wanted to see how important the problem was for the court.

c. They wanted to act as a warning for people employed by McDonald's.

4. What way are David and Helen supported?

a. They get sympathetic encouragement from international public.

b. Environmental groups give them financial support.

c. They get some legal aid from one of the best lawyers in the country.

5. What is, in many people's opinion, the influence of the case on McDonald's positive image? 

a. McDonald's will have to spend much more of its annual budget to rebuild it. 

b. McDonald's image will not suffer too much. 

c. McDonald's image will never be the same.

USE OF ENGLISH FOR THE MATURA EXAM:
I . Inversion

1.  One should on no account drink and drive.  

On no ......

2.  He little realises what problems he creates for others. 

Little .....

3.  The winter was so exhausted that he collapsed soon after finishing the race.

 So ....

4.  He had no sooner put down the receiver with a great sigh of relief than the telephone rang again.  

No .....

5.  I wouldn’t doubt his innocence for one moment.

    Not for ....

6.  The whole truth didn’t become known until many years later

Not until ...

7.  Such a situation should never again happen here. 

Never ....

8.  I didn’t realise how ill he was until I visited him. 

Not until ...

9.  The back of this radio should under no circumstances be removed. 

Under .....

10.  It started raining as soon as we stepped outside the door. 

     No sooner ...

II.  Transformations:

1.  I  did not take the money - said the girl. 

She denied ...........

2.  It’s not always  necessary to show your passport at the border. 

You ................

3.  Perhaps he didn’t realise what he had to do. 

He may ............

4.  They say he is getting married next month. 

He is .....

5.  It would be sensible to call the fire brigade. 

We had .....

6.  If you worry, you’ll find it difficult to get to sleep. 

The more ....

7.  John’s hair must be cut. 

John ....

8.  David is too young to read this book.

 David isn’t .....

9.  We’d better give up smoking. 

It’s .......

10.  No one took his threats seriously. 

His threats ....

11.  The police believe the robbers escaped to South America. 

The robbers ....

12.  It’s impossible that John and Mary have bought a new house. 

They ......

13.  It’s not a problem for me to help you tomorrow

I don’t ......

14.  He left his wallet in the office, that’s why he can’t pay the taxi driver. 

If ....

15.  People have often asked this famous writer this question. 

This famous ....

16.  My brown pullover needs cleaning. 

I must ....

17.  It’s a pity that this beautiful part of our town is so dangerous

I wish ...

18.  It’s been years since I last saw him. 

I ......

19.  I said something to you. Did you understand it?

 She wanted ......

20.  She must leave now, or she will miss the bus. 

    Unless ....

I. so as to, so as not to:
1.  The government took these measures. It wanted to reduce crime.

.............................................

2.  The staff are working at weekend. They would like to complete the project in time.

.............................................

3.  He wants to get to work earlier because he doesn’t want to be fired.

.............................................

4.  You must think positively if you don’t want to miss any opportunities.

.............................................

5.  You should work harder in order to achieve more and not to fail the test.

.............................................

II.  Neither / nor:
1.  David can’t drive. I can’t drive, either.

.............................................

2.  I don’t like being late. Neither does Kate..

.............................................

3.  Melanie was absent yesterday. and so was Tom.

..............................................

4.  My parents didn’t go abroad last year, and Susan’s didn’t go anywhere, either.

..............................................

5.  I ate nothing in the morning. Peter didn’t eat anything, either.

..............................................

III.  in case:
1.  Take an umbrella with you. It might rain.

..............................................

2.  Go by train. There might not be a lot of traffic on the roads.

.............................................

3.  I’ll take my sunglasses. It might be sunny.

............................................

4.  You should always phone before you come round. I might not be in.

..........................................

5.Take this key with you. You might not be able to get into the house.

.........................................

6.  I always use my alarm clock. I might not wake up.

..........................................

IV.  The faster, the better:
1.  There is no time to lose. Please drive faster. (FAST, GOOD)

...........................................

2.  The flat is big. The rent is high. (BIG, HIGH)

..........................................

3.  You are young. You learn quickly. (YOUNG, QUICK)

.........................................

4.  The supermarket is big. The choice is wide. (BIG, WIDE)

...........................................

5.  The weather is good. The beaches  get crowded. (GOOD, CROWD)

..........................................

V.  have sth done:
1.  Melanie is paying the man who has repaired her bicycle.

....................................

2.  Peter went to the hospital . A nurse bandaged his leg.

...................................

3.  Daniel is going to the optician. He will check his eyes.

...................................

4.  Mrs Smith takes her coat to the dry cleaner’s every month. They clean it for her.

..................................

5.  She has a new dishwasher. They will install it tomorrow.

................................

VI.  articles:

1.  I go to ........... school by ........... bus.

2.  We had ......... dinner with ......... Browns  in ........ new restaurant in ............  evening.

3.  ......... airport is ........... busy place.

4.  ........ Nile is ........ longest river in Africa.

5.  Have you ever seen .......... Pacific Ocean or been to ......... Alps?

TRANSFORMATIONS:

My mother is too ill to go swimming tomorrow.

My mother is not ………………………………………………………………………………

The tree was so high that I could not climb it.

It was …………………………………………………………………………………………..

Peter is so intelligent that he can do all the puzzles.

Peter is such……………………………………………………………………………………..

It is forbidden to run in this room.

You are ………………………………………………………………………………………….

The car is too small to drive. 

The car is not…………………………………………………………………………………….

The tea is so hot that I can not drink it.

The tea is too…………………………………………………………………………………….

Your flat is bigger than mine.

My ………………………………………………………………………………………………

It is against the rules to shout here.

You ……………………………………………………………………………………………...

Planes are faster than trains.

Trains are not …………………………………………………………………………………...

I am so small that I can not reach that shelf.

I am ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

It was such a terrible accident that no one survived.

The accident was ………………………………………………………………………………..

You mustn’t play music after midnight.

You ……………………………………………………………………………………………...

It ………………………………………………………………………………………………...

The bus was so fast that I could not reach it.

It was ……………….. …………………………………………………………………………

Tom is much better driver than Kate.

Kate can not …………………………………………………………………………………….

I am too young to go to all night parties.

I am……………………………………………………………………………………………...

My mother does not let me go to all night parties.

I am …………………………………………………………………………………………….

I …………………………………………………………………………………………………

Tom is so intelligent that he is the best in school.

He is such………………………………………………………………………………………

