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EXE1. READ THE ARTICLE AND DECIDE WHETHER THE STATEMENTS BELOW ARE TRUE OR FALSE

WASHINGTON POST

 

  Undeniable Global Warming                                                                                 By Naomi Oreskes
 
Many people have the impression that there is significant scientific disagreement about global climate change. It's time to lay that misapprehension to rest. There is a scientific consensus on the fact that Earth's climate is heating up and human activities are part of the reason. We need to stop repeating nonsense about the uncertainty of global warming and start talking seriously about the right approach to address it.

The scientific consensus is clearly expressed in the reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Created in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environmental Program, the IPCC is charged with evaluating the state of climate science as a basis for informed policy action. In its most recent assessment, the IPCC states unequivocally that the consensus of scientific opinion is that Earth's climate is being affected by human activities: "Human activities . . . are modifying the concentration of atmospheric constituents . . . that absorb or scatter radiant energy. . . . Most of the observed warming over the last 50 years is likely to have been due to the increase in greenhouse gas concentrations."

 
The IPCC is not alone in its conclusions. In recent years all major scientific bodies in the United States whose members' expertise bears directly on the matter have issued similar statements. A National Academy of Sciences report begins unequivocally: "Greenhouse gases are accumulating in Earth's atmosphere as a result of human activities, causing surface air temperatures and subsurface ocean temperatures to rise." The report explicitly asks whether the IPCC assessment is a fair summary of professional scientific thinking, and it answers yes. Others agree. The American Meteorological Society, the American Geophysical Union and the American Association for the Advancement of Science have all issued statements concluding that the evidence for human modification of climate is compelling.

 
Despite recent allegations to the contrary, these statements from the leadership of scientific societies and the IPCC accurately reflect the state of the art in climate science research. The Institute for Scientific Information keeps a database on published scientific articles, which my research assistants and I used to answer that question with respect to global climate change. We read 928 abstracts published in  scientific journals between 1993 and 2003 and listed in the database with the keywords "global climate change." Seventy-five percent of the papers either explicitly or implicitly accepted the consensus view. The remaining 25 percent dealt with other facets of the subject, taking no position on whether current climate change is caused by human activity. None of the papers disagreed with the consensus position. There have been arguments to the contrary, but they are not to be found in scientific literature, which is where scientific debates are properly adjudicated. There, the message is clear and unambiguous.

 
To be sure, a handful of scientists have raised questions about the details of climate models, about the accuracy of methods for evaluating past global temperatures and about the wisdom of even attempting to predict the future. But this is quibbling about the details. The basic picture is clear, and some changes are already occurring. A new report by the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment -- a consortium of eight countries, including Russia and the United States -- now confirms that major changes are taking place in the Arctic, affecting both human and non-human communities, as predicted by climate models. This information was conveyed to the U.S. Senate last month not by a radical environmentalist, as was recently alleged on the Web, but by Robert Corell, a senior fellow of the American Meteorological Society and former assistant director for geosciences at the National Science Foundation.

 
So why does it seem as if there is major scientific disagreement? Because a few noisy skeptics -- most of whom are not even scientists -- have generated a lot of chatter in the mass media. At the National Press Club recently, Massachusetts Institute of Technology professor Richard Lindzen dismissed the consensus as "religious belief." To be sure, no scientific conclusion can ever be proven, absolutely, but it is no more a "belief" to say that Earth is heating up than it is to say that continents move, that germs cause disease, that DNA carries hereditary information or that quarks are the basic building blocks of subatomic matter. You can always find someone, somewhere, to disagree, but these conclusions represent our best available science, and therefore our best basis for reasoned action.

 
The chatter of skeptics is distracting us from the real issue: how best to respond to the threats that global warming presents.

The writer is an associate professor of history and director of the Program in Science Studies at the University of California.

1. The aim of the article is to disclose the myth about global warming.

2. The increase in greenhouse gas accumulation is caused by human activity.

3. Both temperatures and water level in oceans rise.

4. The author provides undeniable facts based on database collected by Scientific Information which speak against recent allegations that human activity does not affect the climate.

5. The author thinks that scientists tend to concentrate on unimportant issues.

6. According to the article DNA carries information about the history of a particular person.

EXE2. READ THE ARTICLE AND FILL IN WITH CORRECT WORDS

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC NEWS

Did Animals Sense Tsunami Was Coming?                                                           by Maryann Mott
Before giant waves slammed (1) Sri Lanka and India coastlines ten days ago, wild and domestic animals seemed to know what was (2) to happen and fled (3) safety. 

(4) to eyewitness accounts, the following events happened: 

• Elephants screamed and ran (5) higher ground. 

• Dogs refused to go outdoors. 

• Flamingos abandoned their low-lying breeding areas. 

• Zoo animals rushed (6) their shelters and could not be enticed to come back (7). 

Research indicates that elephants can feel vibrations in the (8) over vast distances. This might be one way that they may be able to detect an earthquake or a tsunami long (9) a human becomes aware (10) impending disaster. 

   The belief that wild and domestic animals possess a sixth sense—and know (11) advance when the earth is going to shake—has been around for centuries. 

Wildlife experts believe animals' more acute hearing and other senses might (12) them to hear or feel the Earth's vibration, tipping them off to approaching disaster long before humans realize what's going on. 

The massive tsunami was triggered (13) a magnitude 9 temblor off the coast of northern Sumatra island on December 26. The giant waves rolled (14) the Indian Ocean, killing more than 150,000 people in a dozen countries. 

Relatively few animals have been reported dead, however, reviving speculation that animals somehow sense impending disaster. 

Ravi Corea, president of the Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society, which is based in Nutley, New Jersey, was in Sri Lanka when the massive waves (15). 

Afterward, he traveled to the Patanangala beach inside Yala National Park, where some 60 visitors were washed (16). 

The beach was one of the worst hit areas of the 500-square-mile (1,300-square-kilometer) wildlife reserve, which is home to a variety of animals, (17) elephants, leopards, and 130 species of birds. 

Corea did not see any animal carcasses nor did the park personnel know of any, other than two water buffalos that had died, he said. 

Along India's Cuddalore coast, where thousands of people perished, the Indo-Asian News service reported that buffaloes, goats, and dogs were found unharmed. 

Flamingos that breed this time of year at the Point Calimere (18) sanctuary in India flew to higher ground beforehand, the news service reported. 

Strange Animal Behavior 

Accounts of strange animal behavior have also started to surface. 

About an hour before the tsunami hit, Corea said, people at Yala National Park observed three elephants running away (19) the Patanangala beach. 

World Wildlife Fund, an organization that leads international efforts to protect (20) species and their (21), has satellite collars on some of the elephants in the park. 

A spokeswoman said they plan to track the elephants on that fateful day to verify whether they did move to higher ground. She doesn't know, though, when the satellite data will be downloaded and analyzed. 

Corea, a Sri Lankan who emigrated (22) the United States 20 years ago, said two of his friends noticed (23) animal behavior before the tsunami. 

One friend, in the southern Sri Lankan town of Dickwella, recalls bats frantically flying away just before the tsunami struck. Another friend, who lives on the coast near Galle, said his two dogs would not go (24) their daily run on the beach. 

"They are usually excited to go on this outing," Corea said. But (25) this day they refused to go and most probably saved his life. 

Alan Rabinowitz, director for science and exploration at the Bronx Zoo-based Wildlife Conservation Society in New York, says animals can sense impending danger (26) detecting subtle or abrupt shifts in the environment. 

"Earthquakes bring vibrational changes on land and in water while storms cause electromagnetic changes in the atmosphere," he said. "Some animals have acute sense of hearing and smell that allow them to determine something coming (27) them long before humans might know that something is there." 

Did Humans Lose Their Sixth Sense? 

(28) one time humans also had (29) sixth sense, Rabinowitz said, but lost the ability when it was no longer needed or used. 

Joyce Poole is director of the Savanna Elephant Vocalization Project, which has its headquarters in Norway. She has worked (30) African elephants in Kenya for 25 years. She said the reports of Sri Lanka's elephants fleeing to higher ground didn't surprise her. 

Research (31) both acoustic and seismic communication indicates that elephants could easily pick up vibrations generated from the massive earthquake-tsunami, she said. 

Poole has also experienced this firsthand. 

"I have been with elephants during two small tremors, and (32) both occasions the elephants ran in alarm several seconds (33) I felt the tremor," she said. 

One of the world's most earthquake-prone countries is Japan, (34) devastation has taken countless lives and caused enormous damage (35) property. Researchers there have long studied animals in hopes of discovering what they hear or feel before the earth shakes. They hope that animals may be used (36) a prediction tool. 

Some U.S. seismologists, on the other hand, are skeptical. There have been documented cases of strange animal behavior (37) to earthquakes. But the United States Geological Survey, a government agency that provides scientific information about the Earth, says a reproducible connection (38) a specific behavior and the occurrence of a quake has never been made. 

"What we're faced (39) is a lot of anecdotes," said Andy Michael, a geophysicist at USGS. "Animals react (40) so many things—being hungry, defending their territories, mating, predators—so it's hard to have a controlled study to get that advanced warning signal." 

In the 1970s a few studies on animal prediction were done by the USGS, "but nothing concrete came (41) of it," Michael said. Since that time the agency has made no further investigations into the theory.

EXE3.READ THE ARTCILE AND DO THE MULTPILE CHOICE CLOZE TEST EXERCISE.

TELEGRAPH

Around the world in 46 days by albatross            by Roger Highfield, Science Editor

(Filed: 14/01/2005)

The mystery of [1] albatrosses go during their epic migrations has been solved by a study that will help the world's most [2] family of birds. The research, based on tracking the precise movements of 22 birds, [3] that males are most likely to circumnavigate the world, with the fastest managing a distance of 14,000 miles in 46 days - the equivalent of a steady 13mph. The study has key conservation benefits because it offers the first hope of identifying the major wintering and staging areas used by this species, [4] is the first step in reducing its unnecessary slaughter by legal and illegal long-line fishing methods. The study, reported in the journal Science today by Prof John Croxall and colleagues from the British Antarctic Survey, outlines, for the first time, the year-round habitat of the grey-headed albatross, Thalassarche chrystostoma. Prof Croxall said: "By understanding where these birds go when they're not [5], we can brief governments and fisheries commissions to impose much stricter measures capable of reducing the number of birds killed by 75 to 95 per cent, depending on the type of fishery." The project began in April 1999 when the scientists caught birds that were [6] an annual breeding stopover on Bird Island, South Georgia. By attaching tiny logging devices, called geo-locators, [7] the birds' legs for 18 months or more, BAS scientists found that most birds travelled from the coast of South Georgia to areas of the south-west Indian Ocean, where there is long-line fishing for tuna. More than half then made amazing round-the-world journeys - the fastest [8] just 46 days. As the loggers only provide two positions per day, an accurate estimate of the distance is impossible but it is [9] to have been at least 14,000 miles. The scientists were surprised to find that this species travelled so far and stayed out over the high seas for so long. With 12 birds making global circumnavigations (three birds twice), this might prove to be the most migratory of [10] albatrosses. Before this study, there was no knowledge of the grey-headed albatross's wintering habitat apart [11] a few reports of ringed birds found dead on beaches or killed in fisheries in the South Atlantic and Indian Ocean. Within the albatross family, 19 of 21 groups are on the Red List of the IUCN, the World Conservation Union, as globally threatened, said Prof Croxall.  "Knowing where the albatrosses will interact with fishing vessels provides governments and fisheries commissions [12] accurate information to stop the killing of these charismatic birds. The right combination of measures will drastically reduce deaths."

@Telegraph.co.uk

1. a/ when


b/how


c/where


d/why

2. a/frightened


b/threatened

c/famous

d/infamous

3. a/reveals


b/tells


c/says


d/concludes

4. a/what


b/which

c/that


d/and

5. a/flying


b/travelling

c/feeding

d/breeding

6. a/at



b/on


c/by


d/in

7. a/to



b/on


c/into


d/onto

8. a/in



b/on


c/during

d/while

9. a/possible


b/probable

c/likely


d/unlikely

10. a/whole


b/all


c/every


d/each

11. a/for


b/of


c/without

d/from

12. a/in



b/with


c/of


d/about

EXE4. READ THE ARTICLE AND INSERT THE FOLLOWING ITEMS INTO BLANK SPACES. ONE ITEM DOES NOT MATCH THE CONTEXT

 

THE OBSERVER

Britain may have been multicultural 400,000 years ago. 

Archaeologists working on the site of the Channel Tunnel high-speed rail link at Ebbsfleet in Kent, south-east England, have 1) ____________ that there may have been more than one species of early human in Britain 400,000 years ago.

    The site revealed that a Palaeoloxodon antiquus, a species of elephant, was chased into a bog by hunters. "There are other sites where we have found elephant remains in this country," said Dr Francis Wenban Smith, an archaeologist from Southampton University who 2) ___________. "However, this is the first that has been found with stone tools and that looks as if it was hunted and butchered."

    The tools found at the site are what 3) __________, as they were much smaller than the more usual stone hand-axes, and were made up of razor-sharp flakes and blades. Clacton in Essex, also in south-east England, is the only other major site where similar tools have been found. Now that a second major site has been found, it suggests that the 4) ____________previously thought.

    Professor Chris Stringer, director of the Ancient Human Occupation of Britain project and a palaeontologist at the Natural History Museum in London, said "This is extremely important. It certainly supports the idea that 5) ___________ at this time. At this time in Europe, Homo heidelbergensis 6) ___________ into Neanderthals. But there are hints gleaned from comparing bits of their bones and tools that we have found in Britain and the continent that there 7) _______________ : one that made hand-axes and one that did not. This is one of the big questions of human evolution studies today and a major focus for our work."

    Hand axes have also been found in more recent archaeological layers suggesting that 

8) __________ and their smaller tools. "The evidence is only tantalising, but it is intriguing," said Professor Stringer. "Certainly it suggests Britain may well have been multicultural 400,000 years ago."

The Observer (23 January 2005)

a. uncovered evidence

b. was giving way or evolving

c. there was more than one ancient culture

d. ultimately they replaced the clactonians

e. led the ebbsfleet excavations

f. may be separate species of this creature

g. ‘Clactonian’ culture was more important

h. have led to the suggestions of another culture

i. knows a lot about such creatures

EXE5. READ THE ARTICLE AND DECIDE WHETHER THE SENTENCES BELOW IT ARE TRUE OR FALSE

PRAVDA

Gay marriage issue raised in Russia as two men try to wed each other            "PRAVDA.Ru".                                                             

The men are certain that the paper would soon be returned to them with an official denial

Representatives of sexual minorities organized a public action in Moscow today, which, as they believe, will raise the issue of homosexual marriages in Russia. The actual event was organized by deputy of the republic of Bashkiria, Edward Murzin and editor-in-chief of Queer Magazine, Ed Mishin. The two men submitted an application for the wedding to a marriage registration office in Moscow. 

The application was accepted, but the men are certain that the paper would soon be returned to them with an official denial. “Me and Ed Mishin have different sexual orientations, but the goal of our action is to amend the Russian law for the benefit of those people who are referred to as sexual minorities,” Bashkirian deputy Edward Murzin said. Murzin, a straight man, decided to participate in the daring adventure in order to obtain a formal document, which denies a gay marriage registration. 

The deputy particularly strives for amendments to the Russian Family Code in order to allow official registrations for homosexual marriages. Edward Murzin believes that the wording “a marriage is a voluntary union between a man and a woman” should be slightly changed to “a marriage is a voluntary union between two citizens.”

According to official statistics data, about seven percent of Russian men and three percent of Russian women acknowledge their unconventional sexual orientation. The same number of people practice homosexual sexual relations, although they do not think of themselves as gays or bisexuals. It is noteworthy that the attitude to people of untraditional sexual orientation has changed a lot over the recent 13 years. 

In 1989, for example, the majority of Russians thought that homosexuality should be either liquidated or abolished (33 percent). Very few people (only six percent) thought that one should help homosexuals. The situation changed in 1994: the number of those, who wished to liquidate homosexuality, dropped (22 percent), whereas 29 percent of respondents believed that gays and lesbians should be left alone to themselves. 

Homosexuality has stopped being a unique social phenomenon in Russia. However, several public figures and politicians started talking about the need to reinstate the article of the Russian Penal Code, according to which homosexual relations between adult men are punished with a term in jail. 

“If we have the document of denial from the marriage registration office here in Moscow, we will be able to stand up for our rights further on,” editor-in-chief of Queer Magazine, Ed Mishin, said in an interview with the Komsomolskaya Pravda newspaper. “The Russian Constitution does not say that people of one and the same sex cannot wed each other. Quite on the contrary, the Constitution runs that sexual, racial or religious discrimination is forbidden,” said he. 

Bashkirian deputy Edward Murzin stated before going on a homosexual crusade that he was not a man of unconventional sexual orientation. Murzin emphasized that he was struggling for democratic freedoms and human rights in Russia. 

Two young Russian gay men tried to get married in the city of Nizhni Novgorod about 18 months ago. They decided to contract marriage in a church. The two men even convinced a priest to marry them. As a result, the priest was defrocked, and the wedding was considered invalid. 

1. Sexual minorities representatives aim at drawing the public attention to homosexual relationships.

2. Murzin and Mishin’s goal was to change people’s attitude to homosexual marriages.

3. Murzin thinks that a concept of marriage should refer both to the same and different sexes.

4. There is a change in the attitude towards homosexual marriages in the Russian society.

5. According to the present Penal Code  if you are in a relationship with a person of the same sex, you go to prison.

6. The Russian Constitution condemns all acts of sexual, racial or religious persecution.

7. Murzin was straight but fought for democracy and equality of rights in Russia.

EXE 6. READ THE ARTICLE AND CHOOSE THE MOST SUITABLE HEADING FROM THE LIST A TO G FOR EACH PART OF THE ARTICLE. THERE IS ONE EXTRA SENTENCE WHICH YOU DO NOT NEED TO USE.

 

DISCOVERY

Stonehenge: Built by Welshmen? 

1) _____________________

 
At least three of the builders of Stonehenge were from Wales, according to archaeologists who found the builders' grave close to the Stonehenge site, and have linked the remains to stones used in the construction of the Salisbury Plain monument. The finding, which comes just before Sunday's summer solstice, not only sheds light on Stonehenge's origins, but also provides clues to prehistoric migration patterns within Europe following the Stone Age, which was the earliest known period in human culture.

 2) _____________________

 
The Welshmen's bones originally were spotted last year next to a water pipe trench during routine road improvement work in Boscombe Down, which is very close to Stonehenge. Later excavation work by Wessex Archaeology revealed that the bones were part of a mass, 2,300-year-old grave that contained eight decorated pots, arrowheads, flint tools, a boar's tusk, an ornamental bone toggle, and the remains of seven individuals whose skull similarities led researchers to believe were related. The remains included a man who died between the ages of 35 and 45, two other men between the ages of 25 and 30, a male teenager who died at around 15 to 18, and three young children between the ages of two and seven.

3) ___________________

 
Oxygen isotope analysis was conducted on the teeth of the adults, who have been nicknamed the Boscombe Bowmen. Such isotopes become imbedded in tooth enamel from drinking water. Their profile can indicate the person's distance away from the sea at certain periods in time reflective of tooth development, the person's location above sea level, and even general information about the climate that existed during the individual's lifetime, according to the Wessex Archaeology website. The tooth study yielded a high proportion of strontium isotope, which is associated with high radioactivity. This limited the remains' point of origin to Cornwall, the Isle of Man, the northwest of England, parts of the Scottish highlands, and Wales. Climate considerations ruled out all but the Lake District and Wales.

4) ____________________

 
Since geological studies indicate that the earliest bluestones of Stonehenge came from the Preseli Hills of southwest Wales, archaeologists who worked on the excavation are almost certain that the individuals in the grave were Welsh and that they were involved in the construction of the prehistoric monument. Andrew Fitzpatrick of Wessex Archaeology told Discovery News that it would be "a phenomenal coincidence" if the origin of the men and the stones were not linked. The grave contents do not help in our understanding of how the temple worked, but they put a human face on it."

5) _____________________

The mass grave dates to around the same time and place of the Amesbury Archer, a man from Central Europe who was given the richest burial of the age in Europe. He was found a few years ago, and his grave contained pots, metalworking tools, and the earliest known gold objects in Britain. Although metalworking technology existed during certain phases of Stonehenge's construction, Fitzpatrick said, "The Welsh individuals brought the stones to the site purely with sweat, blood, and tears." This must have been no easy task, as the remains for the oldest man in the grave indicate that he sustained a severe leg break during his lifetime that likely made his leg shorter and caused him to limp.

6) ______________________

"Now we must ask ourselves why these people felt moved to carry stones over such a great distance," Fizpatrick said. "Stonehenge, save for its initial wooden monument, was not remarkable until the stones arrived, so we believe that the site in Wales must have been of some importance to the people of the time." He believes it is possible that the stone circle was brought from Wales and reconstructed at Stonehenge. A similar monument does exist in the Preseli Hills, but a direct link between the two stone circles has yet to be made.

DISCOVERY

A. Stones brought from Wales?

B. Treasure trove.

C. Reasons for arrival.

D. Welsh ancestors.

E. Cornish past.

F. Pains of transportation.

G. Tooth study to detect identity and origin.

EXE 7. READ THE ARTICLE AND DO THE MULTIPLE CHOICE CLOZE TEST

Six Nations of the Grand River                          www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus

The history of the Kanienkehaka, the Mohawk people, begins [1] the very dawn of time. It is to these [2], that one must go in order to understand the world view, or basic outlook on life that Iroquoian people have. It is the world view, in addition to race, language and culture that makes Mohawk people different [3] their neighbors in North America and around the world.

What exactly is a world view? This is a [4] that is used by historians to signify the basic outlook on the world that a group of people have. World view is a [5] of the values, attitudes, hopes and aspirations of a people. When one wants to discover a world view, one usually begins by studying the creation stories of [6] people.

Much of history involves the conflicts between people, nations and races. One of the reasons for this conflict, and a major [7] of warfare in the world, is that people often do not take time out to understand the world view of [8] cultures. For example, when Europeans settled in the Americas they did not understand the world views of native peoples. For this reason there was conflict between Europeans and native people. This conflict [9] to the present day. Similarly the United States and the Soviet Union have different world views. The people of the United States feel that the best way to run a nation is through a democratic society. The people of the Soviet Union feel that the best way to run a nation is [10] a communist state. Both nations feel strongly [11] these ideals and are ready to defend them. For this reason the United States and the Soviet Union have often been in conflict with each other. 

History, then, involves a conflict of world views. In order to understand the history of the Kanienkehaka it is necessary to understand the unique world view of the Mohawk people. The beginning point is the creation story. 

There are many impossible and fantastic things that occur in the Mohawk creation story. For this reason, these stories are called myths. The creation story of the Mohawk people is a myth, [12] is the one in the Bible of Christianity, and the one in the Bhagavadgita of India. By calling the creation story a myth, does not mean that what is in the story is not [13]. It simply means that what is reported on has many incredible parts to it, that do not ordinarily happen. These stories were not created to give the details of creation, but to tell the people what their values were, and to do this in an entertaining and interesting way. 

It would be helpful to look at a couple of things told in the creation story, and analyze them in [14] of unique things that the Kanienkehaka believed about the world. 

THE CREATION

The responsibility for educating the young people of the Mohawk Nation traditionally rested [15] the grandparents and the older aunts and uncles of a longhouse. Children were told the legends and creation stories of their [16], and in this way they learned all the lessons of what it meant to be a Kanienkehaka of the Six Nations Confederacy. These lessons were given all [17] round, but mostly in the winter months when the people were brought in close around the [18] of the mid-winter fires. 

 In every society there are some people who are expert [19] storytelling. This is true today in Mohawk territory and around the world. These storytellers are teachers. They know just when the right time for a lesson is. Traditionally, once a storyteller began a lesson the lodges of the Kanienkehaka [20], the only sounds remaining being the crackling of the fires and the clear voice of the speaker. 

1. a/ in


b/at


c/with


d/from

2. a/sources

b/roots


c/origins

d/history

3. a/of


b/from


c/about


d/off

4. a/term

b/semester

c/year


d/description

5. a/combination
b/blend


c/mass


d/group

6. a/some

b/the


c/-


d/a

7. a/problem

b/origin


c/reason

d/cause

8. a/other

b/another

c/different

d/others

9. a/is


b/continues

c/happens

d/goes

10. a/through

b/with


c/by


d/via

11. a/with

b/of


c/for


d/about

12. a/because

b/for


c/as


d/with

13. a/true

b/untrue

c/wrong

d/false

14. a/options

b/ways


c/conditions

d/terms

15. a/in


b/with


c/by


d/on

16. a/parents

b/ancestors

c/successors

d/predecessors

17. a/day

b/term


c/season

d/year

18. a/warmth

b/warm


c/warming

d/warmer

19. a/in


b/on


c/at


d/with

20. a/murmured

b/slept


c/whispered

d/quieted

EXE 8. READ THE ARTICLE AND CHANGE THE FORM OF WORDS IN BRACKETS.

CARMAR

PASSENGERS LEFT OUT IN THE COLD    Date : 19.01.05   www.carmarthenjournal.co.uk

[MIND] vandals and [DRINK] youths are making shoppers' lives a [MISERABLY] by causing chaos at Carmarthen bus station and the Greyfriars shopping precinct. 

The county council has [HAVE] to close the bus station waiting room because of [ESCALATOR] anti-social behaviour. Unruly youths have been hanging around the Blue Street waiting area drinking alcohol and daubing graffiti across the [SEAT] area. 

They have also been spraying the escalators and stairs with vulgar pictures and profanities. And they have been making a nuisance of themselves by [SET] off the fire alarms. County council officers say they had no [OPTIONAL] but to shut the room. Refurbishment works will now be carried out. "We have always had a minor problem with graffiti and [VANDALISE] here but since December it has really mushroomed." He said most of the problems occurred during the night. "The [[MAJOR] of the graffiti is being done at night and [OBVIOUS] our security cannot be everywhere at the same time," he added. 

Bus passengers are [ANNOYANCE] the waiting room has been closed and they are having to wait outside in the rain and cold. Robert Thomas, aged 76. of Cwmdwyfran, said it was ridiculous there was no shelter for passengers. 

"It is ridiculous that there is no shelter here especially in bad weather," he said. "I'm forced to sit outside and wait in the cold, sometimes for a while because the buses are late." Ann Harries, aged 57, of Tregunnor, said: "There should be someone here to keep an eye on the waiting room and these vandals. "It is [FROZEN] out here today and the room should be open." 

Elizabeth Palmer, aged 70, of Carmarthen, agreed that the problem of vandalism needed to be addressed as bus users were losing out. "Something needs to be done to make sure it stops and the waiting room can be [OPEN]," she said. 

Carmarthenshire Council’s [HEADING] of transport Trevor Sage said: "We have had to close the waiting area because of these problems." 

"We do apologise to bus travellers for the [CONVENIENT] but it could not remain open as it was. "We have arranged for it to be refurbished but we will also be looking at the future [MANAGEARIAL] of the area. We are hoping this is something we can discuss with the police." 

Community [SAVE] officer at Carmarthen Police Station Pc Anthony George said they were aware of the problem. "The nature of the graffiti is [OFFEND]," he added. "Graffiti is a form of criminal damage and we do have suspects in mind." 

EXE 9. READ THE ARTICLE AND DECIDE WHETHER THE  STATEMENTS BELOW ARE TRUE OR FALSE.

GUARDIAN LTD

The Druids were the Priests - Magicians - of the Celtic people. www.crystalinks.com/druids.html
 
The word "Druidae" is of Celtic origin. The Roman writer Pliny the Elder (Gaius Plinius Secundus, 23/24-79 A.D.) believed it to be a cognate with the Greek work "drus," meaning "an oak." "Dru-wid" combines the word roots "oak" and "knowledge" ("wid" means "to know" or "to see" - as in the Sanskrit "vid"). The oak (together with the rowan and hazel) was an important sacred tree to the Druids. In the Celtic social system, Druid was a title given to learned men and women possessing "oak knowledge" (or "oak wisdom").

 
The Druids emerged from the ancient Celtic tribes, at a time when the people had to live close to nature to survive. By the light of the storyteller's fire, and with the play of the harp, the Druids dreamed magic for their people. In the deep woods they would gather, bringing together their mysticism and philosophy, their insight and learning. Their spirit emerged from the tides of the sea, the light of the sun, the wind in the Oak, the cry of the deer. In this way, they created an institution that inspired, frightened, and uplifted their world.

 
Druids filled the roles of judge, doctor, diviner, mage, mystic, and clerical scholar - they were the religious intelligentsia of their culture. To become a Druid, students assembled in large groups for instruction and training, for a period of up to twenty years. The mythologies describe Druids who were capable of many magical powers such as divination & prophesy, control of the weather, healing, levitation, and shape changing themselves into the forms of animals.

 
Their education was so rigorous that at the end of it they were virtually walking encyclopaedias. A good word for them would seem to be "priests", yet I am reluctant to use it for two reasons: The Romans never used it, and because Druids didn't minister to congregations as priests do. Rather, they had a clientele, like a lawyer, a consultant, a mystic, or a shaman would have.

 
Caesar and his historians never referred to them as priests, but perhaps they could not recognise them as priests since the Roman priesthood, officiating over an essentially political religion, were primarily teachers and judges, with less emphasis on being seers or diviners, whereas the Druids appeared to have both legal and magical powers and responsibilities.

 
The main sources we have on what Druids did are the teachings and writings of Roman historians, such data as archaeological remains can provide, and mythological literature recorded by monks in the eighth through twelfth century. Also, analogies can be drawn between the Celts and such Indo-European cultures that existed around the same time and had the same level of cultural achievement, such as the Hindu people.

 
Archaeology is an excellent resource for the study of Celtic history. Scientists have uncovered the remains of votive offerings to the Gods in lake bottoms, bogs, and "votive pits" (a narrow hole dug deep in the ground in which votive offerings are buried), which tell us about Celtic religion. There are also the remains of Celtic fortresses, habitations, temples, jewellery and tools. These remains speak to us not of events and people in Celtic history, but what life was like, what their technological capability was, what food they ate, what crafts and trades they practiced, what products they made and traded (which in turn tells us about their economy), and where they travelled and how they got there. These facts about Celtic social life are an important element for understanding Druidism, because it is necessary to understand the whole culture in which Druidism was situated.

 
The Roman historians are another important source, though they wrote on the Celts from their own points of view; Julius Caesar, for example, was in the process of conquering Gaul (what is now France; a variant of Gaelic is still spoken in Brittany) and therefore would have written a highly prejudiced account. Posidonius was trying to fit the Druids into his own Stoic philosphy. There is also an attempt to cast the old Celts in the role of the innocent and wise noble savage, uncorrupted by civilisation and close to nature, as in the case of the writer Tacitus. Romans are usually under stood as "hostile witnesses", but they are the only eyewitnesses that we have.

 
Nevertheless they were often impressed by the Druids' grasp of mathematical and astronomical skill. One Roman author, Diogenes, placed the Druids on a list of the ancient world's wisest philosophers; a list which included the Magi of Persia, the Chaldeans (the priesthood of the Babylonians) and the Gymnosophists (an Hindu sect which preceded the Yogis), all of whom were selected for their skill in mathematics, physics, logic, and philosophy.

A modern person seeking the Druid's path must attempt to reconstruct the wisdom based on some or all of the sources discussed above. Yet in doing so, one discovers that despite the enormous amount of cultural data presumed lost, the truly Celtic disposition of the sources remains strong and clear. Much Druidic magic also can be found in the writings of contemporary Irish and Scottish artists. The Irish Literary Revival, with such authors as William Butler Yeats, Lady Augusta Gregory, and James Joyce, is one of this author's favourite expressions of Celtic spirit.

Chris Witcombe           Guardian Newspapers Limited 2005

1. Pliny the Elder lived in the Druidic epoch.

2. Druids were an intellectual class who knew a lot about trees.

3. Druids attached a great importance to nature and natural phenomena.

4. It took a relatively short period of time for a youngster to become a Druid.

5. Druids combined legal and magical powers as well as responsibilities.

6. Our knowledge of Druids comes from the works of Roman historians and Christian monks and archaeological finds.

7. Druids did not develop any building culture at all.

8. Their philosophy was based on stoicism.

9. Romans usually gave biased accounts on Druids.

EXE10. READ THE ARTICLE AND INSERT THE SENTENCES BELOW IN THE GAPS PROVIDED. THERE ARE 2 EXTRA SENTENCES WHICH DO NOT FIT IN

THE WASHINGTON POST

  There's Something About Mary                                                  by Jeanne Marie Laskas
I was having trouble breathing. I was trying to . . . catch up. [1]
"Well, when did you find out?" I asked him.

"I think it was last week sometime," he said, calmly smearing butter on his potatoes. [2]  The kids were already in bed. He chose this as the moment to fork over the news: When he was dropping our daughter Anna at kindergarten one day, her teacher informed him that Anna had been selected to play Mary in the Christmas pageant.

"Mary! " I said. "Does Anna know this?"

"Well, she was standing right there when the teacher told me," he said.

And she didn't tell me, either? "What is the matter with you people? " I said.

"Us?" he said.

I was hyperventilating. Mary! [3] . I was being transported to an exalted state -- the Mother of Mary! -- while Mr. Mashed Potatoes over there was staring blankly. "Honey -- Mary?"

 "Yeah?" he said.

I reached inward and found something resembling forgiveness. [4]  I said, referring to the fact that he is Jewish. "You don't understand how big this is."

"Mary," he said, "was Jewish."

Oh, this was no time for smarty-pants talk. "Our daughter is going to be the star of the show!" I said.

"I thought Jesus was the star," he said.

I reiterated my smarty-pants line. I asked him to please help me figure out just how it was they chose our child for this role. Her beauty? Intelligence? Some obvious grace?

[5]  he said, referring to our daughter's known shyness. "It's probably the only way they could be sure she would participate."

I hung my head, held on to the bridge of my nose as if for dear sanity. I did not know where to begin. Sheep, okay, sheep have no lines. Donkeys have no lines. The star guiding the shepherds (who hardly have any lines) may have attitude -- but no lines. You could stuff that manger full of any number of kindergartners with no lines.

"Mary!" I said. [6] . I had to spread the word. I had to find out who was handling wardrobe. I needed to talk to the person in charge of casting and compliment him or her on the divine elegance of the decision to cast my child in this role. I did quick calculations in my head, figuring how many other potential Marys she beat out. Three kindergarten classes of 20 kids, and about half of the total girls, so 30! Wow! What's a stage mother to do? How would I talk to the other mothers whose children were cast as mere angels? And what was I going to wear to the big show? [7] . I would need a mink stole, some boots with high heels, a long, thin cigarette holder. I would insist on no more photos, please!

The next morning I greeted Anna with a smile. "Mary!" I said, gleefully. "Why didn't you tell me?" She did not immediately understand the reference. "Honey, Mary?" She smiled, finally. She said, "Anthony is going to be Joseph and we have to wear sandals."

"Aren't you excited? I mean . . . Mary!"

"I got picked to be the helper last Friday, too," she said. Right. The person in charge of juice. Why was she telling me this? What, exactly, is the matter with my family? Was this how Mama Rose felt when Gypsy was just getting started?

As I write this, I have no way of knowing how the performance will go, nor how the reviewers will respond, nor what I'll do about all the agents who call and when I'll have to start my kid wearing big hats and sunglasses.

For now, I am simply spreading the good news of Mary. Some of my friends get it better than others. [8] . She's thrilled. She tells me Melanie is going to be a sheep in her pageant. I tell her that's so sweet and suppress all feelings of superiority. We compare dates, and it becomes apparent that Melanie has been cast in her church pageant -- the big one, with grown-ups -- whereas Anna's pageant is limited to our little parish school.

Now, I love Wendy. I love Melanie. And yet I seem to have acquired fangs. In my mind I weigh Mary-in-a-school-pageant versus a-sheep-in-a-church-pageant, and although I am not sure who wins, I know one thing for certain: I now have to find the hideous strength to tell Wendy ours is not a whole school pageant, but just a kindergarten one.

I don't, in the end, do it. I am a stage mother. I have a reputation to protect.

Jeanne Marie Laskas's e-mail address is post@jmlaskas.com.

© 2004 The Washington Post Company

A/ I almost hit the roof when I heard this news. I felt an urge to let him know it. 

B/ Wendy, whose daughter, Melanie is also in kindergarten , gets it good.

C/ Here it was, the single most important announcement to hit our family since, well, forever, and he forgot to tell me?

D/ Spasms of joy were engulfing my heart.

E/ I had to make some calls.

F/ I would need to look elegant.

G/ How could he!

H/ “I really just figured they gave it to her because it’s the one part that doesn’t have any lines’

I/ We were having a late dinner.

J/ You didn’t grow up in Christmas-pageant culture’

EXE11. READ THE ARTCILE AND FING EITHER SYNONYMS /S/ OR ANTONYMS /A/ AND LATER DECIDE WHETHER THE STATEMENTS BELOW ARE TRUE OR FALSE

THE JAPAN TIMES

To do or not to do -- that is the decision    By AMY CHAVEZ          The Japan Times

Westerners often find it takes Japanese a long time to make decisions. I believe the training for decision-making starts at an early age, when Japanese children are conditioned to be shy.

"Which do you like, Taro," you ask, "the red candy or the blue one?" Taro will not answer because children in Japan never have to make decisions. "Hazukashii desu!" ("He's so shy!") interjects Taro's mother with a smile, clearly praising the boy's behavior. And once will not be enough. She'll repeat "hazukashii" several times. When Japanese adults talk to children, they compliment the parents by saying, "Hazukashii desu ne?" (Just count the "hazukashiis" next time you are around a Japanese mother and her child. I bet sometimes it gets up into the hundreds. Then imagine twins!). It's no wonder Japanese kids are so shy -- they are constantly told to be. While the child smiles and buries his face behind his mother, we never find out which Taro likes, the red candy or the blue.

So I suppose it should be no wonder that by the time students get to my writing class at the women's university where I teach, it can take an entire 90-minute class just to decide on a topic for an essay. This is not to say the students are doing nothing in class; they are thinking, trying to decide on what to decide. It goes like this:

"Your next assignment is to write a 500-word essay."

The class looks up at me -- the students are horrified. I can see the question marks floating over their heads like in cartoon balloons.

"But I have nothing to write about," says one student. "Me neither," says another. "Me neither," "Me neither," "Me neither," they each answer around the table.

"How about your trip abroad or your part-time job?" I suggest.

"That's a good idea," says one student. Another student plays with her eraser while another looks at her Winnie-the-Pooh pencil, sighs and says to her friend, "Pooh-san kawaii ne?" ("Isn't Winnie-the-Pooh cute?")

"What is your topic?" I ask her.

"Pass!" she says, as if English class were a quiz show.

I go back to the student who was showing promise with her topic. She is deliberating. "Which should I write about, my trip abroad or my part-time job? Do shiyo ka na?"

Then suddenly, another student interjects and the question marks above her head change to exclamation points: "Muzukashii!" ("Difficult!"). I can see the word written in bold red letters in the cartoon balloon, accompanied by a lightening bolt. Exasperated, she crosses her arms in front of her on the desk and buries her face.

Another students chimes in "Muri!" ("Impossible!") while little muffins of steam pulse out of her head in her cartoon balloon.

It's almost as if I can read their horoscopes: Aquarius: You will have a difficult time making decisions today. Pisces: Postpone any decisions today, especially small ones. Libra: Beware of making decisions today that will affect your entire week. Capricorn: Ignore people who try to push you into making decisions.

I go back to the girl who was making progress. She has decided to write about her trip abroad and has even written the first paragraph of her essay. 

Meanwhile, the girl with the Winnie-the-Pooh pencil is now adhering Disney stickers onto her electronic dictionary. "Kawaii ne?" she says to her friend. I wonder what this girl's "o-baa-chan" cart is going to look like when she's in her 80s.

Suddenly, the chime rings. Ninety minutes have passed, and not one decision has been made! Well, one has. I turn to the girl who has already written a paragraph, but now she is sitting with a blank sheet of paper in front of her.

"What happened?" I ask.

"I've changed my topic," she says. 

This is when I realize that we have fully completed the process of decision-unmaking.

Have you mooed yet today? www.mooooshop.com 

SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS

1. /A/ free, 2. /S/ interrupts, 3. /A/ scold, 4. /A/ never, 5. /S/ learn, get to know, 6. /S/ whole, 

7. /S/ petrified, 8. /S/ think deeply, 9. /S/ furious, 10. /S/ hides, 11. /S/ put off, 12. /A/ stagnation, 

13. /A/ full, 14. /A/ be unaware

TRUE/FALSE

1. Westerners believe that the Japanese are long decision makers.

2. A good Japanese kid should be timid.

3. Japanese mothers are proud when their children are shy.

4. Children can’t decide what to write about because of their horoscopes tell them so.

5. ‘Have you mooed yet today?’ represents fury.

EXE 12. READ THE ARTICLE AND CHANGE THE FORM OF WORDS IN BRACKETS.

SUN MORNING HERALD

Wishing upon our stars


Pulling power ... high hopes are held for Cate Blanchett's new film, Little Fish, which was shot in Cabramatta recently.Australian film exports, with Oscars and box office records in their luggage, are being asked to save the industry which nurtured them, writes Garry Maddox. 
Think about a version of Macbeth set in Melbourne's gangland wars. Russell Crowe and Nicole Kidman 1 [star] in a gumleaf-flavoured romance alongside Jack Thompson and Hugo Weaving. Cate Blanchett piecing together a wasted life in Cabramatta. And Delta Goodrem as a high school goddess in a teen comedy.



At the end of one of the 2 [ tough] years for the Australian film industry since the revival of the 1970s, there are encouraging signs. New films being produced, new chances for success.

Yet any optimism has to be tempered by reality. And the harsh reality is that Australian films will have a record low share of box office this year. A decade ago, it was as high as 10 per cent. Last year it was 

3 [disappoint] enough with 4 per cent. This year it is expected to be less than 2 per cent. Only the Paul Hogan-Michael Caton comedy Strange Bedfellows, which took $4.8 million, and the drama Somersault, with $2 million, found even a modest audience.



As every disappointment reached cinemas, the angst over the state of the industry seemed to grow. Figures revealed a severe production downturn, with only 15 features made last 4 [finance] year compared to an average of 28 in the late 1990s. The head of the producers' association declared the industry "stuffed". There were questions about why all the unfunny comedies and less-than-compelling dramas were funded. More questions about whether the country still had the creative capacity and the right system to produce great films. Gloom seemed to be the prevailing mood.



Blanchett, who has just finished filming Little Fish in Sydney, thinks it's a great development while seeing it as "coincidence" rather than any collective desire by successful actors to work at home now. 
"Where one is from, whether your Australian or German or whatever, your home-based culture is a constant touchstone," she says. 
"It takes a long time for films to get up. So I think there's a constant dialogue with all of us, between directors and writers here, saying 'what's happening, what's going on?"'


Blanchett wanted to make Little Fish because of her 5 [admire] for The Boys director Rowan Woods. It centres on a thirtysomething former drug addict trying to create a future and also stars Sam Neill and Hugo Weaving. 
"When I saw The Boys, I just felt like it had advanced the concept of what was an Australian film," she says.



The director Jocelyn Moorhouse, who starts shooting the romance Eucalyptus with Crowe and Kidman next month, has a more earthy suggestion about why so many stars are coming back. "Maybe they're homesick like us," she says about her return to Australia from a decade in Los Angeles with her filmmaker husband P.J. Hogan. 
Whatever the reasons - and quality directors emerging with strong scripts is obviously part of the equation - Toni Collette has been playing a forensic psychologist in Like Minds, Vince Colosimo and Jackie McKenzie have been an opal-mining family in Pobby and Dingan and Guy Pearce has been playing an outlaw in the bushranger drama The Proposition recently. 
All the angst in the industry this year has produced change. Not only has the Federal Government provided more funding aimed at specific problems but also there has been a major rethink of how films are financed.



The federal agency that backs production, the Film Finance Corporation, changed the way it operates in mid-year. As well as supporting films based on the outside funding put together by producers, it started backing them on their creative merits. 
This change of direction allowed Little Fish to reach production and promises new films from other notable directors - Lantana's Ray Lawrence will make the drama Jindabyne with Laura Linney and Gabriel Byrne; Head On's Ana Kokkinos will shoot the erotic drama The Book of Revelation; theatre's Neil Armfield will shoot the drama Candy with Heath Ledger, Geoffrey Rush and rising star Abbie Cornish; and Romper Stomper's Geoffrey Wright will have Sam Worthington starring in his gangland Macbeth.

Other measures to fix the Australian industry include:

* The Federal Government has re-introduced the Film Licensed Investment Company scheme to attract more private investment - up to $10 million this financial year.

* More emphasis is going on intensive workshops to improve scripts before they are shot. The critical and festival success of Somersault, which was 6 [virtual] reinvented during the Aurora workshop, showed the potential.

* The "other" federal agency, the Australian Film Commission, launched the indiVision scheme yesterday to revitalise low-budget production, which has seen past success for the likes of Romper Stomper, Proof and Love and Other Catastrophes.



Under the scheme, eight 7 [create] teams will work with notable filmmakers from Australia and overseas and the best screenplays will be shot. 
"We don't seem to have a really vigorous low-budget film culture within Australia at the moment," says the commission's chief executive, Kim Dalton. "We seem to have lost that." While accepting that far too many films have failed, Dalton cautions against overstating how bad things are. "I've been in the film and television industry for 30 years and every year has been a bad year," he says. "It's one of the harder industries to work in. But production levels are down. For producers, just getting finance in the feature film area, both locally and internationally, has been very, very difficult. 
"And the grip of the Hollywood studio system on our theatrical business is tightening, so the actual space in the marketplace for Australian films to compete in is smaller."



The first hopes for recovery are films made under the old regime. The teen skateboard film Deck Dogz premieres in Sydney tonight, and there are high hopes for the high school comedy Hating Alison Ashley, with Goodrem and newcomer Saskia Burmeister. 
Next year's crop also includes Jimeoin in the comedy The Extra and David Wenham and Sarah Wynter in the comedy-drama Three Dollars. Director George Miller has also been making the Hollywood-backed animation Happy Feet in Sydney.



Even with all the changes afoot, no one believes success is guaranteed. The FFC's Brian Rosen knows the new generation looks promising but whether they succeed comes down to how well their films are made. 
Others see the industry having other problems that need addressing. Distributor Mike Selwyn, from United International Pictures, says stars need to keep making films. 
"If we want to make quality Australian product, we've got to use the best talent available," he says. "The kind of thing that's happening with Little Fish and other projects, with our stars coming back, is what has to happen. People want to see films with film stars." 
Selwyn also believes too many Australian filmmakers do not know what the audience is for their films and more effort needs to go into scripts.



Another distributor, Hopscotch's Troy Lum, says better films will inevitably arrive but believes success is not just about stars. "It comes down to the stories," he says. "What we have to do is make unique stories. We have to find out what's unique about our culture - not in some artsy way - but we have to look at what themes we have that are universal and start making those films." For the head of the Australian Screen Directors Association, Richard Harris, next year will be a real test for the industry. It will tell whether it can 8 [realism] produce successes from such a small slate or whether the industry has to be overhauled completely.
"It only takes one film," he says of the long-awaited turnaround. "With a batch of films that have heat in Australia now, I'm just hoping that one of them will be the one."

EXE 13. READ THE ARTICLE AND DO THE MULTIPLE CHOICE CLOZE TEST.

BIOTECHNOLOGY AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES RESEARCH COUNCIL   

Why Do Some People Get Bitten By Mosquitoes More Than Others?

Why is it that when you go on holiday some members of your family always seem to get bitten more than others? Researchers supported by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) think they may have found the answer and their work could lead to new types of insect repellent.

James Logan, a research student at the BBSRC-sponsored institute Rothamsted Research in Hertfordshire, has found that some people give 1) ___ "masking" odours that prevent mosquitoes 2) ___ finding them. His research 3) ___ on earlier studies on cattle at Rothamsted Research, led by Professor John Pickett, which showed that the number of flies on a 4) ___ depended on certain cows being present. The scientists found these key unattractive individuals gave out different chemical signals from the other cows. When these individuals were moved to another field the number of flies 5) ___ the cattle increased.

James, working in collaboration with Professor Jenny Mordue at the University of Aberdeen, tested the behavioural reaction of yellow fever mosquitoes to the odour of the volunteers. James said: "The mosquitoes were placed into a y-shaped tube and given the choice of moving upwind down either branch. The air flowing down one branch was laced with odour from the volunteer's hands."

Their results suggest that differential attractiveness is due to compounds in unattractive individuals that switch off attraction 6) ___ by acting as repellents or by masking the attractant components of human odour. This theory differs from that of other research groups who have suggested that unattractive individuals lack the attractive components. The researchers are now testing these theories 7) ___ using foil sleeping bags to collect whole body odours from volunteers.

Professor Julia Goodfellow, BBSRC Chief Executive, said, "There are clear benefits from this research. Discovering what makes a person more attractive to mosquitoes 8) ___ scientists with the opportunity to develop safe, naturally occurring insect repellent which could be far more effective than conventional products because it relates to the way mosquitoes select their hosts." James said, "By identifying these key components and understanding how they work we could be closer to new methods of protection from these biting 9) ___ that cause losses in livestock and irritation and illness in humans."

The Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) is the UK funding agency for research in the life sciences. Sponsored by Government, BBSRC annually invests around Ł300 million in a wide 10) ___ of research that makes a significant contribution to the quality of life for UK citizens and supports a number of important industrial stakeholders including the agriculture, food, chemical, healthcare and pharmaceutical sectors. http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk
1) A in

 B off 

C back 

D through

2) A in 

B from 

C within 
D to

3) A varies 
B goes 

C increases 
D builds

4) A swarm 
B herd 

C pack 

D flock

5) A deflecting B inflicting 
C afflicting 
D influencing

6) A either 
B or 

C nor 

D both

7) A deeper 
B profoundly
C further 
D far

8) A offers 
B seizes 
C gives 
D presents

9) A pests 
B bees
 
C pets 

D wasps

10) A offer 
B association 
C range 
D sort
EXE 14. READ THE ARTICLE AND DECIDE WHETHER THE SENTENCES BELOW IT ARE TRUE, FALSE OR THERE IS NO INFORMATION ABOUT IT IN THE TEXT.
Wedding plans wrapped up in red tape                                                   By Madeleine Loewen

Marrying an American citizen is not one of the most heinous of crimes known in the US, or so you would think. However, it would seem that despite paying extortionate legal fees and immigration expenses, it still took two years for my residency to be confirmed and for me to be allowed to leave the US. Well they would have let me leave, but they wouldn't have let me return.

At the time of my engagement to an American citizen in 2001, I was a Brit living in the UK. With full intentions of moving to live in the US as man and wife, six months before our wedding we set up a costly appointment with a lawyer in the US to start what we knew would be the lengthy process to procure my American residency. 

We completed forms and provided all the necessary information to confirm the legitimacy of our intended marriage. This was then left in the hands of our lawyer. 

Five months after my return to the UK I was summoned to the US Embassy in London, where I had to present certain documents. One of which I had to request from the police - proving that I had no police record. This would take a minimum of 21 days to arrive. 

With a wedding celebration booked in England we were obviously running out of time. I therefore made my way to the US Embassy without the document. 

I had to go through an expensive medical where they tested me for HIV/Aids and other diseases, along with a chest x-ray that to this day remains rolled up in the bottom of a cupboard, having never been looked at by anyone on either side of the Atlantic. 

On receipt of my documents, the US Embassy informed me that I would have to return with my report from the police. This meant I had to return to the UK weeks after our marriage to collect my visa and return to the US.

This I did and re-entered America with the full knowledge that I would now not be allowed to depart from US soil until my residency was secured.

Finally, 18 months after our first visit to the lawyer, we get called for our interview with the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (Uscis), which is a three-hour drive from our home. Here we had to convince the judge that we were living as man and wife and that I had performed no "illegal activites". 

The judge's first question was "have you ever embarked in prostitution?". 

Having recovered from my giggles I managed to answer to the negative. Much to our shock, we were told that I would not be granted residency as the doctor in London had made an error on my paperwork.

This paperwork had been sent from the UK 18 months before and no one had thought of contacting us prior to the interview. This meant that my plans to finally leave the US and return home would be stumped unless I could be granted "alien parole". We decided to pursue this option.

Another three-hour drive (and $500 in fees, parking and petrol) to the Uscis to apply for "alien parole" entailed. We took along copies of plane tickets, wedding invites and had to promise that we would not partake in any illegal activity while away from the good ole US of A. 

Yet another three-hour drive was then necessary to collect my accepted petition that granted me permission to return home. 

Finally, after much debating with the "recommended immigration doctor" in London I received the corrected medical documentation. Hence, one more three-hour trip to the Uscis to show them. 

Joy and celebration then commenced when, two months later I received information that I should once again drive three hours to collect my official residency stamp in my passport. 

In order to combine the drive with another purpose I waited a month. In the meantime I received my green card.

However, I still took a day off work in October and drove to the Uscis to get my stamp. To my horror I was not allowed in. The system had changed and I now needed to book an appointment online. I could not get in without one, even though I had a letter from the Uscis stating that I could show up at my convenience.

I returned home infuriated, however I booked my appointment nonetheless, took another day off work and drove the three hours. All went smoothly this time, however, I was informed that now I had my green card I would not need my stamp and therefore had made a wasted visit. . . twice. 

While I understand that the Uscis has recently undergone a series of much needed changes in order to provide a more efficient service to people in my situation, I would like to suggest that they also provide financial aid to people who merely want to live with their spouse but have to pay through the nose for the privilege. 

So, I married an American. . . surely the Uscis has more to worry about than that?

© Copyright of Telegraph Group Limited 2005. 

1. Madeleine wished to become an American citizen.

2. They had to pay a lot for the legal proceedings.

3. Police wanted to verify whether she had been recorded.

4. No one asked for her x-ray either in the UK or in the USA.

5. The judge had to be assured that they were a good married couple.

6. The question about prostitution made Madeleine laugh.

7. She was refused residency because of the doctor’s error.

8. She was horrified because she had to take too many days off due to the change in the system.

9. Her suggestion is that US government should support financially those who want to marry an American and have to pay a lot for that.

EXE 15. READ THE ARTICLE AND CHANGE THE FORM OF WORDS IN BRACKETS.

THE WASHINGTON POST

MIAMI


by Manuel Roig-Franzia

 It is either a Wild West revival, a return to the days of "shoot first and ask questions later," or a triumph for the "Castle Doctrine" -- the notion that enemies invade personal space at their peril.

Such dueling rhetoric marked the debate over a measure that Florida Gov. Jeb Bush (R) could sign as early as Tuesday. The legislation passed so 1 [emphasis] that National Rifle Association backers plan to take it to statehouses across the nation, including Virginia's, over the next year. The law will let Floridians "meet force with force," erasing the "duty to retreat" when they fear for their lives outside of their homes, in their cars or businesses, or on the street.

NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre said in an interview that the Florida measure is the "first step of a multi-state strategy" that he hopes can capitalize on a political climate dominated by conservative opponents of gun control at the state and national levels. "There's a big tailwind we have, moving from state legislature to state legislature," LaPierre said. "The South, the Midwest, everything they call 'flyover land' -- if John Kerry held a shotgun in that state, we can pass this law in that state."

The Florida measure says any person "has the right to stand his or her ground and meet force with force, including deadly force if he or she reasonably believes it is necessary to do so to prevent death or great bodily harm."Florida law already lets residents defend themselves against 2 [attack] if they can prove they could not have escaped. The new law would allow them to use deadly force even if they could have fled and says that prosecutors must automatically presume that would-be victims feared for their lives if attacked.

The overwhelming vote margins and bipartisan support for the Florida gun bill -- it passed unanimously in the state Senate and was approved 94 to 20 in the state House, with nearly a dozen Democratic co-sponsors -- have alarmed some national gun-control advocates, who say a measure that made headlines in Florida slipped beneath their radar. "I am in absolute shock," Sarah Brady, chair of the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence, said in an interview. "If I had known about it, I would have been down there."

The lessons of history do not bode well for gun-control groups and their leaders, such as Brady, who became a crusader after President Ronald Reagan and her husband, then-White House press secretary James S. Brady, were seriously wounded in a 1981 assassination attempt.

Florida has a track record as a gun-law trendsetter. In the mid-1980s, the NRA chose Florida to launch a push for "conceal carry" or "right-to-carry" laws, which allow states to issue permits for residents to carry firearms. Democrat Bob Graham, who was then, 3 [govern] vetoed the measure, but it was resurrected after he left office and was signed in 1987 by Gov. Bob Martinez, a Republican. At the time, fewer than a dozen states had right-to-carry laws. Now there are 38. LaPierre thinks the new Florida measure -- nicknamed the "Castle Doctrine" by its conceiver, Florida lobbyist Marion P. Hammer, a former NRA president -- can create the same momentum.

Critics argue that the measure is so broad it will encourage fights between neighbors, parents at soccer games or drinking buddies to escalate into gunfights. "It's almost like a duel clause," said state Rep. Dan Gelber, a Miami Beach Democrat and former federal prosecutor whose wife is a state prosecutor. "People ought to have to walk away if they can." Gelber believes that Florida's major prosecutor groups, populated by state attorneys who must run for reelection, stayed out of the fight and many lawmakers supported the bill because they fear the NRA. Law enforcement did not try to block the measure, siding with the NRA rather than opposing the group, as many sheriffs and police officials had done during the debate two decades earlier over right-to-carry.

Florida Attorney General Charlie Crist, a leading candidate for the Republican governor's 

4 [nominate] in 2006, was among those who wrote letters of support. With that kind of high-level backing, Rep. Dennis Baxley, a Republican from Ocala who sponsored the House measure, could ridicule critics as "hysterical." "5 [order] and chaos are always held in check by the law-abiding citizen," Baxley said.

As in the mid-1980s fights over the right-to-carry law, the state's big newspapers have almost unanimously lined up against Baxley's measure, although their outrage did little to stop its easy glide. South Florida Sun-Sentinel columnist Howard Goodman said the state was "getting in touch with its inner Dirty Harry." Martin Dyckman of the St. Petersburg Times told tourists, indisputably a bedrock of the state's economy, to stay away: "Lebanon might be safer."

Hammer, a 4-foot-11 dynamo with a national reputation for her persuasive powers, dismissed the papers as "liberal, anti-gunners" and "Chicken Littles." The current law unfairly forces Floridians to make split-second 6 [decide] about a criminal's intent, she said, and NRA lobbyists like to note that was deemed impossible generations ago by 7 [legend] Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes. "Detached reflection," Holmes said in one of his most oft-quoted pronouncements, "cannot be demanded in the presence of an uplifted knife." Hammer stresses that violent-crime rates in Florida have dropped since the right-to-carry law was signed. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement reports that violent crimes dropped from 1,136 per 100,00 residents in 1989 -- two years after the law went into effect -- to 727.7 per 100,000 in 2003.

Her opponents counter that Florida's drop is not tied to the gun law and note that national violent-crime rates have been trending down. More important, Gelber and others say, is that Florida still ranked second in the nation, behind only South Carolina, in violent crime in 2003, according to U.S. Census Bureau statistics.

Brady's best hope, as a national fight appears inevitable, is that there will be a backlash -- much like the bounce that gun control got in Florida in the 1980s when the loss on the right-to-carry law was followed by victories on waiting periods and background checks. "This," Brady says of the new Florida measure, "will be the thing that will awaken the sleeping great number of Middle Americans who will think this is so 8 [absurdity]." But, for now, it is the thoughts of another group that really matter, the ones with guns. In this state of 17 million people, permits to carry guns have been issued more than 1 million times in the past 18 years.
[image: image1]
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  Undeniable Global Warming

1.F, 2.T, 3. F, 4. T, 5. T, 6. F

Did Animals Sense Tsunami Was Coming?   By Maryann Mott  for National Geographic News

1. into, 2. about, 3. to, 4. According, 5. for, 6. into, 7. out, 8. ground, 9. before, 10. of, 11. in, 

12. enable/help (not: allowed), 13. by, 14. through, 15. struck, 16. away, 17. including, 18. wildlife, 19. from, 20. endangered, 21. habitats, 22. to, 23. unusual, 24. for, 25. on, 26. by, 27. towards, 28. At, 29. this, 30. with, 31. on, 32. on, 33. before, 34. where, 35. to, 36. as, 37. prior, 38. between, 39. with, 40. to, 41. out

Around the world in 46 days by albatross          

1.c, 2.b, 3.a, 4.b, 5.d, 6.b, 7.a, 8.a, 9.c, 10.b, 11.d, 12.b

Britain may have been multicultural 400,000 years ago

1. A, 2.E, 3.H, 4.G, 5.C, 6.B, 7.F, 8.D

Gay marriage issue raised in Russia as two men try to wed each other   

1. F,  2. F,  3. T,  4. F,  5. T,  6. T,  7. T.

 Stonehenge: Built by Welshmen? 

1. D, 2.B, 3.G, 4.A, 5.F, 6.C

SIX NATIONS OF THE GRAND RIVER

1.b, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a, 5.a, 6.d, 7.d, 8.a, 9.b, 10.a, 11.d, 12.c, 13.a, 14.d, 15.b, 16.b, 17.d, 18.a, 19.c, 20.d

PASSENGERS LEFT OUT IN THE COLD    

1.mindless, 2. drunken, 3. misery, 4. had, 5. escalating, 6. seating, 7. setting, 8. option, 9. vandalism, 10. majority,  11. obviously, 12. annoyed, 13. freezing, 14. reopened, 15. head, 16. inconvenience, 17. management, 18. safety, 19. offensive.

The Druids were the Priests - Magicians - of the Celtic people.

1. F, 2.F, 3.T, 4.F, 5.T, 6.T, 7.F, 8.F, 9.T

 

There's Something About Mary                                                  
1.C, 2.I, 3.D, 4.J,5.H, 6.E, 7.F,8.B

To do or not to do -- that is the decision    By AMY CHAVEZ

Synonym/antonym: 1. conditioned, 2. interjects, 3. compliment, 4. constantly, 5. find out, 6. entire, 

7. horrified, 8. deliberate, 9. exasperated, 10. buries, 11. postpone, 12. progress, 13. blank, 14. realize

True/false:1. T, 2. T, 3. T, 4. F, 5. F

Wishing upon our stars

1 starring, 2 toughest, 3 disappointing, 4 financial, 5 admiration, 6 virtually, 7 creative, 

8 realistically

Why Do Some People Get Bitten By Mosquitoes More Than Others?

1. B, 2.B, 3.D, 4.B, 5.C, 6.A, 7.C, 8.D, 9.A, 10.C

Wedding plans wrapped up in red tape                                                   By Madeleine Loewen

1. T, 2. T, 3. No Info, 4. T, 5. F, 6. T, 7. F, 8. No Info, 9. F

MIAMI

1 emphatically, 2 attackers, 3 governor, 4 nomination, 5 Disorder, 6 decisions, 7 legendary, 8 absurd
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