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Getting geared up to drive in France                                                          By Barrie Mason

[LIFE]  in France there are many facets of daily life that are worthy of note, and for frequent visitors to France the hazards of driving will [DOUBT] be top of the discussion list.

Driving in France is not for the faint-hearted, and definitely not for the weak-hearted. The statistics related to road accidents in France are [FRIGHT] enough. 

France has twice as many road deaths per [ANNUAL] than the United Kingdom. The French government has taken very strong measures to improve the situation and some results can be seen, but there is still a long way to go.

Having driven extensively in France as a tourist, on business, and finally as a resident, I have formed some opinions as to why the driving standards here, in a country of intelligent and [CULTURAL] people, are abominable.

One overriding facet of the French mentality is the very basic, almost [CONSCIOUSNESS], aversion to any form of authority. This goes all the way through French society.

The population of France is around 56 million, and it has been said that there are 56 million political parties. The [RELUCTANT] to accept or comply with any dictate which smacks of regulation is as prevalent in the country's ruling bodies, [RESPECT] of party, as it is in the Gallic masses.

It can hardly be a surprise, therefore, that anyone old enough to sit behind the wheel of a car is either ignorant of the road rules, or, more likely, considers it his or her duty to break them in the name of liberty, equality and fraternity.

No surprise either, to hear the following from a lady in the local shop, [COUNT] an accident experienced by their young assistant: "It was the other person's fault (of course). Young Pierre had his jaw fractured in three places, cheek bones and nose broken and several other fractures. It's a good job he wasn't wearing a seat belt or it could have been serious".

Note the assumed [JUSTIFY] for breaking the law, despite countless statistics proving that seat belts save lives, prevent broken bones, and, thankfully, stop many young Frenchmen from becoming Gerard Depardieu look-alikes.

Incidents at a personal level are too numerous to mention; like the driver taking a short cut the wrong way round a roundabout late at night. He failed to notice my wife going round the correct way, despite the headlights. Fortunately she saw him first.

Roundabouts are relatively new in France, however, the sign always placed at the approach to a roundabout that says: ``You do not have [PRIOR],'' is like a red rag to a bull, and should be abolished as a road hazard. 

Drivers would then have only a broken white line to ignore, which would be less stressful and would not cause the indignation level to rise to a sufficient height to [JUSTIFICATION] a short cut.

My brother-in-law – the best driver in France, in his own estimation – once proudly told me that he had just made a 180km journey home in one hour. He could not understand my simple question: "Why?" He has only three points left before losing his licence – at least the government has started making some sensible rules – and feels that he is being singled out by the state, quite [JUST], because he drives only slightly faster than others, uses the phone while driving and takes his seat belt off when his CB radio tells him there are no police around.

In most countries drivers believe that they are the best in the world, and will criticise the actions of other nationalities. In France however, national pride dictates that the French driver will not be beaten by anyone, especially a – perish the thought – foreigner.

In my experience in the UK, the driver of a car bearing foreign number plates is treated with [CAUTIOUSLY]. In France the sight of a car bearing foreign, especially British, plates can transform a placid, 70-year-old grandmother into a Rambo look-alike with delusions of [DESTROY].

She will, if overtaken, accelerate from 30 kph to 190 kph in five seconds, oblivious to burning rubber and [SOUND] bangs, in order to avenge this affront to their nation's integrity, by overtaking on the most impossible and dangerous bend on a narrow mountain road, and then slowing down once more to 30 kph having regained their rightful place in front of the invader.

I could not wait to buy a car with French number plates. Another possible reason for this blot on the nation's roadscape is [PATIENT]. The Frenchman is always in a hurry to move on to the next situation, and a simple problem like driving should not be allowed to delay his transition.

One of the nicer aspects of living in France is the well-known preoccupation with eating and drinking. Meal times in France are looked forward to.

People are impatient to reach the meal, whether it be at home or at a restaurant, and afterwards they normally would have consumed far too much alcohol to be safe drivers. The laws are there to [COURAGEOUS] drink-driving, but we know what the French think about laws.

Time to be positive. The French emergency services are absolute wizards. Every accident is handled expertly, and even the aftercare is [SYMPATHY]. 

So a final thought for those about to drive in France. While on the road avoid hungry, nationalistic intellectuals who know all the laws worth breaking, but if you should bump into one (in a manner of speaking), you will be taken good care of by the services, whose biggest gripe is that they are usually allowed to break the driving laws – which takes the fun out of it!

Information appearing on telegraph.co.uk is the copyright of Telegraph Group Limited 

1. Who shouldn’t drive in France?

2. What is the French mentality characteristic of?

3. What lies behind breaking the road rules?

4. Explain what is meant by: stop many young Frenchmen from becoming Gerard Depardieu look-alikes.

5. Why should certain road signs be abolished?
6. What are 2 other ‘sins’ apart from speeding?
7. Interpret the following sentence:  In France the sight of a car bearing foreign, especially British, plates can transform a placid, 70-year-old grandmother into a Rambo lookalike with delusions of [DESTROY].

8. Why are the French so impatient?
9. What is the positive aspect of driving in France?
EXE2. READ THE ARTICLE AND FIND SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS FOR THE WORDS BELOW

THE SUN HERALD

  The return of rock royalty        December 14, 2004    The Sun-Herald

Deborah Harry has a reputation to maintain, Christine Sams writes.

She has been a rock'n'roll superstar since the 1970s, when her punk blonde hair and ultra-feminine singing voice epitomised cool. But despite her perennial air of New York sophistication, Deborah Harry still admits to occasional nervousness when she meets other stars.

"A few weeks ago I ran into Nicolas Cage and I was completely dumbstruck," she says, with a soft laugh, talking to S over the phone from the US. "Ultimately I'm just as much a fan of other people, as people are fans of mine. I couldn't think about it any other way. I've been thrilled to meet various people over the years."

And when she uses the word "people" Harry is referring to some of the world's best-known pop culture icons (and some of her close personal friends) ranging from Andy Warhol to the Ramones the familiar faces on the New York scene when she made her mark as the lead singer of Blondie.

But nearing 60 yes, it's hard to believe, but she was born in 1945 Harry is undoubtedly a musical icon in her own right. But she's not simply relying on history books to maintain her reputation.

I think our fans are really excited by the fact we've come back together and forged ahead, we're not just resting on our laurels and not just being an 'oldies' group," says Harry. "When we brought Blondie back together in the late 1990s, we knew it meant not only playing, touring and recording, but also constantly evolving."

When Harry returns to Australia early next year with Blondie, it will be the band's second visit in as many years. After a number of gigs performing material from their new album, The Curse Of Blondie, the band are reinvigorated, says their lead singer. "I guess practice makes perfect," says Harry, with a laugh.

"It was incredibly wonderful the last time we were there [in Australia]. We wouldn't be coming again unless we thought it would be terrific."

The softly spoken, thoughtful singer has always been a strong, womanly force in the male-dominated world of pop. Her performance styles have influenced at least two generations of pop and rock performers, but she says she still gets a kick out of seeing other female musicians achieve success in the industry.

"There's a lot of terrific bands and performers out there," she says. "I really admire Shirley Manson [from Garbage] and Pink, but I hate to name names because I always leave someone out. But Courtney Love is also fantastic I think there are all different degrees of pop and edginess among those three."

Harry admits she will often chew the fat with well-known performers, including those she has mentioned. "Yeah, we all commiserate about our problems to a degree," she says, chuckling. "We rage on about the industry and the troubles with touring. I think to survive in this profession, as with any other profession, it's always good to talk about these things."

And when it comes to surviving in the industry, Harry is undeniably an expert. But despite the various ups and downs of life, she says she remains quintessentially the same.

"I think I'm pretty much the same person in a lot of ways," she says. "I've always felt that I'm on the edge of counter-culture, I didn't ever feel that I was over-the-top commercial. I think as a band, Blondie had accessibility, but also an edge."

She says the most startling change in the music industry during her career span has been the shift towards computer-based technology.

"The thing that surprises me the most was probably the record industry fearing the computer world, as though the whole world was falling apart. Of course, we have websites and emails and all that sort of thing now. But it has just changed the industry completely, it has changed the way musicians and rock bands earn a living."

When Blondie perform at the Sydney Opera House in February, founding guitarist Chris Stein will join the line-up he was unable to make it for the band's last visit. Harry is hoping the Australian shows will be among their best. "Obviously some nights are better than others," she says. "I don't know how to explain it. It's when the six-headed creature that we become when we're on stage has an alike mind . . . those nights are secretly magical for us. The audience might not even realise it, but we'll go off stage going 'wow, that was great'."

But no matter what happens on stage, Harry says she's already thankful for her place among music's greats.

"It's the ultimate compliment really," she says, pausing for reflection. "It's what everybody strives for, you just want that little legacy - that little piece of rock history."

For tickets to Blondie's performance at the Sydney Opera House on February 24, phone 9250 7777 or see http://www.ticketek.com.au.

1. opinion [s], 2. exemplified [s], 3. changeable [a], 4. simplicity [a], 5. frequent [a], 6. shocked [s], 7. bored [a], 8. unknown [a], 9. keep [s], 10. developing [s], 11. performances [s], 

12. ineffective [a], 13. extremely [s], 14. terrible [a], 15. considerate [s], 16. gain [s], 

17. irritation [s], 18. sympathise [s], 19. doubtfully [a], 20. perfectly [s].

EXE3.READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTUIONS

WASHINGTON POST

  Of Animal Rights And Activist Wrongs                                                                    By Sue Ellicott
     LONDON

 
It's a marvelous time to be a fox or a hen in England, despite what everyone says about the weather here. Consider the British government's recent total ban on hunting with dogs in England and Wales. That's good news for foxes, especially today, when we'll see the last of the traditional Boxing Day hunts. Or the European Union's pledge to phase out the battery-cage system of producing eggs. That's a happy move for hens.

 
Yet Britain's most militant animal rights activists are only half-rejoicing.

 
 Oh, they're happy for the foxes and hens, but they're not focused on wild creatures and farm animals these days. Their Big Game, really, are research animals. Or rather, those who work with research animals. And this has been a banner year for their longtime cause of trying to end all animal testing -- even experiments to combat human diseases. Campaigners turned their increasingly sophisticated -- and brutal -- tactics against England's two top universities, Oxford and Cambridge, and succeeded in getting the first to freeze construction on an animal research laboratory and the second to drop plans to build a $44 million primate research facility.

 
I almost have to pinch myself as I re-read that previous sentence. It merits repeating. Animal rights extremists in the United Kingdom have restricted animal research at Britain's oldest universities, something once beyond their wildest dreams and unimaginable to the rest of us. The bullies have outwitted some of science's biggest brains.

 
Their down-and-dirty actions -- which included several months of intimidation and a dozen violent attacks on the offices and trucks of a concrete supplier, a threatening letter to shareholders in the construction company and the posting of names and home addresses of Oxford University animal research scientists on the Internet -- call to mind eco-terrorists or the militant extremists of the antiabortion movement in the United States. They raise the issue of how much we in a democratic society have to fear from people who believe so passionately in a cause that they will turn against other people in drastic, destructive ways. And they play into our darkest modern fears: that we are degenerating into a world of terrorists, in which zealots of all stripes turn to guns or bombs to force their beliefs on others.

 
Nobody died in the attacks, but they could have. Some of the extreme activists severed brake lines on company trucks and spiked fuel tanks. They set one factory and several trucks on fire. Others protested outside schools attended by the children of Oxford scientists.

How do the people of Britain feel about these fanatics?

  
Very, well, British, apparently. Which is to say, pretty tolerant of the difference of opinion between the scientists and the protesters, but most unhappy that anybody should be bothered as they go about their daily business. "To use violence against research at a university -- against academic staff and all those in any way associated with what they do -- is a serious blow against the basic liberties of a plural society," said Christopher Patten, the chancellor of Oxford University, in his first public speech last month.

 
A "serious blow?" Is that all? How about a potential disaster? An attack on the philosophical underpinnings of our democracy, which should guarantee freedom of speech and safety to all? Actually, there's a surprising lack of serious philosophical debate in the British media about how far is too far to go in pursuit of a cause, noble or not. Perhaps that's because even the most outspoken animal rights activists in the UK -- unlike, say, some of America's antiabortion zealots -- have not physically harmed, let alone killed, anyone.

 
Yet from the perspective of Peter Singer, a bioethics professor at Princeton University and a longtime advocate for animal rights, some of the tactics employed by Britain's antivivisection activists have gone well beyond the level of acceptability, even without outright physical violence. "The targeting of individuals is not okay," he says of the harassment of the university professors. "Even if they haven't been physically attacked, they have been made fearful and their families have been made fearful."

 
Things are calmer in Oxford these days, now that the bulldozers are quiet. A court order obtained by the university requires protesters against the lab to gather at least 50 yards from the building site, and about 25 or so show up with their placards and megaphone on Thursdays for a few hours. They're also under legal orders to stay even farther away from scientists' homes and their children's schools.

 
 Construction on the lab ground to a halt in July when the construction company pulled out of the project. Site workers had complained for weeks about being intimidated, and the activists had managed to hit the company where it hurts most -- on the bottom line. The company's stock fell after shareholders received a letter urging them to sell their holdings or see personal details about themselves posted on the Internet. Although no physical harm was directly threatened, researchers and their families had plenty of reason to quake. Once those personal details go out, who knows what can happen? In the United States, some doctors who performed abortions were murdered after extremists published their names and photographs. In any case, the intent was clear. Force up security costs. Freak the folks out. And it worked.

 
Oxford hasn't yet found a new contractor. So the animal rights activists are claiming victory. But as in all protest movements, there's a balance between drawing attention to one's cause and losing public support. Extremism tends, eventually, to push people away. There's a limit to how much excess even the British tabloids will take. Sympathy for the Irish Republican Army fell after the 1983 bombing of Harrods in London. Palestinian suicide bombers have eroded world support for an entire people's demands.

 
The tactics of the animal rights extremists don't seem to have conjured up a body of public support. If anything, they've alienated some people. I was shocked when a pro-environment friend of mine who lives in a village outside Oxford told me last week that she and her friends knew nothing about the ongoing protests. Admittedly, she doesn't cycle past the lab site every day, as many students do, but she is the kind of person an animal rights activist might reasonably expect to win over -- a university-educated architect, a mother of school-age children for whom she buys organic food, a cat owner and a vegetarian for more than 20 years.

 
 If they don't have my animal rights-friendly friend on their side, does that mean they should ratchet up their tactics? I don't think so. They might get further with public awareness campaigns. Singer, who lived in Britain before he moved to America, points out that education has already rescued farm animals from severe abuse. And consumer awareness is a powerful force. British supermarkets are steps ahead of their American counterparts in offering meat, poultry and eggs produced in a humane way. Buying a half-dozen eggs in London these days is a literary adventure, as egg suppliers compete for our sense of fair play. My last box of six large brown from Marks & Spencer boasted of hens that "are free to roam on organic pasture during daylight hours . . . and are free to express natural behaviors." Which boggles my mind.

 
There are subtle signs that animal rights extremists themselves might be backing away from an abstract defense of "anything goes." Earlier this month, on its Web site, a group called SPEAK urged its sympathizers to "please contact" the police and "politely ask them" to reexamine a complaint about the alleged suffering of a monkey at an Oxford University animal laboratory. What manners! They still call the proposed biomedical center a "torture lab," but it's harmless stuff compared with the language that flew when demonstrators -- and British headline writers -- were full of spleen six months ago.

 
There's also the possibility that a handful of extremists might have gone too far. This fall, Britons cringed at the desecration of an 82-year-old woman's grave in a churchyard in rural Staffordshire. The police have made no arrests, but they suspect animal rights terrorists. Why? Well, Gladys Hammond's family bred guinea pigs for medical research, and her sons-in-law had a history of receiving hate mail and malicious telephone calls and of being the subjects of arson attacks. They'd also endured a smear campaign that falsely suggested they were pedophiles.

 
In a nation that prides itself on being reasonable -- dammit! -- stomachs turned. Enough was enough. This wasn't a faceless academic institution under attack, it was the remains of a gray-haired granny. A spokesman for SPEAK was alarmed enough about the potential damage to his cause that he went on the BBC's agenda-setting "Radio 4" breakfast show to condemn the grave robbery.

 
Where does all this leave research animals in the UK?

 
It's a triumph for protesters to have set back medical research on animals, but there's a possible consequence to consider. The year of scaring away banks, insurers, builders and accountants from big biomedical projects could end up driving research away from Britain to countries where animals get an even rawer deal. Compared with the British, the French, for instance, evince almost no public concern about animal experiments. And the United States, unlike Europe, has not enacted a law that recognizes animals as "sentient beings."

 
If you're an animal, Britain's about as good as it gets.

 
Sue Ellicott, a London-based freelance writer, is a panelist on National Public Radio's news quiz show, "Wait Wait . . . Don't Tell Me!"

 

1. Why should hens feel happy?

2. Which specific field of research on animals has been included into the campaign lately?

3. What are the plans of Cambridge University concerned with?

4. How do you understand the sentence: The bullies have outwitted some of science's biggest brains.

5. In your own words describe the ‘down-and-dirty’ actions taken by the campaigners in Oxford.

6. Interpret the sentence: They raise the issue of how much we in a democratic society have to fear from people who believe so passionately in a cause that they will turn against other people in drastic, destructive ways.
7. What is the darkest modern fear ?

8. How do you understand the sentence: there's a surprising lack of serious philosophical debate in the British media about how far is too far to go in pursuit of a cause, noble or not.
9. What has the court announced on the matter?

10. What are researches afraid of publishing their personal details?

11. Explain what is meant by the phrase: there's a balance between drawing attention to one's cause and losing public support.
12. Why is consumer awareness a powerful force?

13. What made the police suspect animal rights terrorists of desecrating Mrs Hammond’s grave?

14. What are the possible consequences of fully successful animal rights campaigns?

EXE4. READ THE ARTICLE AND INSERT THE SENTENCES BELOW IN THE GAPS PROVIDED. THERE ARE 2 EXTRA SENTENCES WHICH DO NOT FIT IN

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Americans Let Their Taste Trot the Globe                      By MITCHELL OWENS

THE dollar is dive-bombing. The euro keeps climbing higher and higher. Terrorist threats, real or imagined, and natural disasters like the tsunami that devastated Southeast Asia becloud even the most innocuous travel itinerary. [1]
But if the increasingly multicultural wares on the shelves of home furnishing retailers can be trusted as a gauge of the country's aesthetic evolution, many Americans will be wandering the globe vicariously in the coming year. They will be deploying Moroccan lanterns to light the treads of staircases, dining on Burmese lacquerware and upholstering sofas with Thai silk. You might think of it as the Virtual Grand Tour. Like all movements, this one — a freewheeling, mixmaster style that speaks of well-worn passports and overweight baggage — deserves a rallying cry. Why not "Think local, decorate global"? 

Since the dawn of the Republic, Americans have looked abroad for style guidance. France and England have been the most fertile grounds, resulting in looks that emulate everything from humble country cottages to grand country manors.

The map of design preferences, however, is becoming increasingly inclusive and surprisingly intrepid. Recent free-trade agreements with Vietnam and Morocco have helped, and so has the African Growth and Opportunity Act, which erased tariffs on products from more than 30 African countries. [2]  All it takes is the click of a mouse to put far-away products within arm's reach.

[3]  How else to explain Wal-Mart's latest foray into home design, Zarela Casa, a Mexican-theme collection of towels, sheets and tableware? The collection, which made its debut last month, was developed by the celebrity chef Zarela Martínez, the owner of Zarela, the Mexican restaurant in Midtown Manhattan, and the author of popular cookbooks. Zarela Casa's buoyantly colorful offerings include $2 plastic place mats inspired by papel picado, the lacy paper cutouts made for Mexican fiestas.

Even National Geographic magazine is getting into the act. The National Geographic Home Collection, created by a consortium of about 28 American home furnishings makers and begun last year, comprises hundreds of products that reinterpret Dutch colonial furniture of 18th-century Java as well as the kente cloth of modern Ghana. (It is design with a cause attached, too. Proceeds from the sales support the National Geographic Society's World Cultures Fund and the fund's archaeological and anthropological studies.)

"The easy thing would be to say that people are being exposed to more things and are paying attention," said Ann Maine, the editor in chief of Traditional Home, a magazine whose name belies its increasing breadth. Its April 2005 issue, for example, will publish an article about Ethiopian antiques, inspired by the African accents that show up in modern interiors by the New York designer Vicente Wolf. "But I think people are also tired of everything being safe, of everything being the same. [4]  They're ready."

Perhaps this new direction has something to do with the saturation level achieved by Pottery Barn and Crate & Barrel. Clean-lined mass-market modernism is unarguably a good thing, but who would not like a bit of ethnic pizazz to liven up all that white cotton and fake ebony? In New York, for instance, the most intriguing store openings of the last few months have been shops with a global embrace, offering Chinese furniture, Vietnamese ceramics and Senegalese bed linens. [5] 

Pamela Advento, an architect and designer who lives in Garrison, N.Y., has initiated a collection of custom-made rugs made by hand in her native Philippines from woven leaves of the abaca tree, a relative of the banana. Their natural white, cream, brown and ebony color combinations and graphic geometric patterns — some are traditional weaves, while others are designs by Ms. Advento — recall the work of Billy Baldwin, the Baltimore-born designer who popularized a still-revered school of clean-cut no-fuss American luxury in the 1960's. The rugs, available at Le Décor Français, a shop on the Upper East Side, have caught the eye of Deeda Blair, the Washington socialite, a one-time Baldwin client. She was spotted a few weeks ago toting a sample to test-drive in her Manhattan apartment. 

Another New York designer who has found that distance equals creative enchantment is Paul Mathieu, the French-born designer. The poetic modernism he practiced with his partner, Michael Ray, in the 1980's was a well-publicized antidote to the decade's equally influential cataract of chintz and a frequent presence in the pages of Metropolitan Home. 

Today Mr. Mathieu, the design director of the Stephanie Odegard Collection, a trade showroom at the D&D Building in Manhattan, finds inspiration in India, where he maintains a pocket-size house and works with local artisans. [6]  Its open fretwork pattern gives it the appearance of petrified lace or of an overturned basket, depending on your point of view.

On the Lower East Side, Kim Koenig-Ouassil runs Sheherezade, a shop whose Moroccan ceramic tagines and tribal carpets have been attracting the new bohemian crowd. (Its devotees include the actress Kate Hudson.)

Like Ms. Advento and Mr. Mathieu, Ms. Koenig-Ouassil, a former stylist who worked for Martha Stewart Living and Takashimaya, takes a fresh approach to traditional crafts, instead of simply shipping over a container of far-flung oddments and slapping price tags on them. Among her recent innovations are large rectangular ottomans — available ready made or by order — fashioned of colorful nubuck leather, which she buys in the coastal city Casablanca and then has hand-sewn nearly 200 miles south in Marrakesh, the hometown of her husband, Rachid Ouassil.

[7]  They flaunt eye-popping patchwork patterns and reckless color combinations (orange, lime, shocking pink, purple), sparked by the designer's admiration for Etro, the Italian fashion company famous for its high-decibel paisleys. 

"People are looking for more exoticism," agreed Warren Shoulberg, the editor in chief of HFN, a weekly magazine that tracks the home furnishings trade. But he added a caveat. A folding lacquer screen can be an evocative accent, but very few people are willing to turn their living room into an outtake from "Indochine." "Some of the licensees of the National Geographic Home Collection discovered that the wilder products generally didn't sell very well," he added. [8] 

Copyright 2005 The New York Times Company

A/ Yet, they were provocative and exotic, thus assuring their designers a high position in the jet set society.

B/ He has introduced Jali, an occasional table made of white marble in India and available in oval, square and round shapes.

C/ No wonder many Americans think twice about ravelling far from home, fearful of being in the wrong place at the wrong time.

D/ They want to experiment.

E/ Designers are doing their part, too, travelling the globe for designs and materials they can interpret in new ways back home.

F/ The tourists don’t need to make costly visits to such places since it is the designer’s role to bring flair of Middle East to their homes.

G/ ‘So they’ve toned the designs down’.

H/ So has the vibrant international bazaar that is the Internet.

I/ Every economic level is reaping the benefits, too: ethnic accents are not just for the biocoastal trust-fund set anymore.

J/ Unlike typical Moroccan ottomans, which can be drearily unornamented or stultifying ornate, those of Ms. Koenig-Ouassil have rock-star flair.

EXE5. FIRST DO THE MULTIPLE CHOICE TEST AND THEN DECIDE WHETHER THE STATEMENTS BELOW THE ARTICLE ARE TRUE OR FALSE

Couple are jailed for killing child because he was not perfect        by Nick Britten

A wealthy couple who killed their three-year-old adopted son because he was not the "perfect child" they craved were jailed for five years yesterday. Ian and Angela Gay became incensed that Christian Blewitt didn't live [1] to their expectations of the ideal family.

Christian Blewitt was force fed salt

Five weeks into an adoption trial period, as their frustration [2], they force-fed him more than four teaspoons of salt as a punishment for refusing his food before dumping him in a cot, where he collapsed. He suffered severe brain injuries, a heart attack and died in hospital four days later. The prosecution alleged that he had also been either beaten or shaken after doctors found that he had 11 areas of bruising around the brain. The couple, who had also adopted Christian's younger brother and sister, were cleared of murder but convicted [3] manslaughter. Sentencing them at Worcester Crown Court, Mr Justice Pitchers said Christian's behaviour was "hardly out of the ordinary" for a three-year-old, even one that hadn't had Christian's "difficult start" in life. He was taken [4] care shortly after his first birthday and then spent time with foster parents.

Angela Gay: ‘selfish’

He said the Gays, from Halesowen, West Midlands, were "intelligent people" and had made "a deliberate choice [5] cold blood" how to punish Christian. He accepted that it was a single episode of abuse and that they were [6] the dose would prove fatal. He accused Angela Gay, 37, of being "entirely selfish". Her return to work as Christian lay [7] ill showed "where her priorities lay". He added: "You were interested only in what was best for you, not what was best for him.'' As sentence was passed, the Gays held hands and showed no emotion. Having left the dock they embraced before being led away separately. Mrs Gay's parents, Margaret and Royston Swain, both 61, said they were "completely devastated" by the verdicts. Mr Swain said: "Angela has worked hard all her life and was one of the few actuaries in the UK. She would have been the perfect mother.'' Christian's natural mother, Tracey Osik, 23, said: "I was furious when I heard that they only got five years. It should have been life after what they did to Christian. I might not have been the best mother but they had all the advantages."

Christian Blewitt with his natural mother Tracey Osik

Christian's maternal grandmother, Susan Osik, said her daughter "didn't give a damn" [8] her son or what happened to him, preferring to spend her time nightclubbing. She said: "Tracey wasn't looking after him properly. All his clothes were wet. I was concerned [9] his health. He started losing a lot of weight. He had to go to hospital [10] a drip. "He didn't have much but that couple had everything. They should have been able to give Christian, his brother and sister a far better life. "They should have looked after him properly. Five years isn't enough. It was very cruel, and they should throw away the key." Det Ch Insp Steve Cullen, from West Mercia police, said: "Christian led a brief life and we can at least be thankful that the period he spent with his foster carers were happy times. We are pleased that justice has been done for Christian today."

@Telegraph.co.uk

MULTIPLE CHOICE CLOZE TEST:

1. a/by 


b/ down 
c/on

d/up

2. a/heightened

b/grew

c/lifted

d/raised

3. a/of


b/about

c/off

d/from

4. a/into

b/in

c/of

d/for

5. a/with

b/in

c/of

d/as

6. a/unconscious
b/subconscious
c/unaware
d/aware

7. a/critically

b/terminally
c/finally
d/completely

8. a/about

b/of

c/for

d/with

9. a/of


b/about

c/for

d/with

10.a/for


b/on

c/to

d/with

TRUE/FALSE:

1. The Gays wanted to have an ideal child.

2. As a punishment, Christian was made to eat salt.

3. After the punishment, Christian was abandoned and then he died.

4. The Gays were charged with unintentional death.

5. The Gays seemed to know what the punishment would result in.

6. Angela Gay chose to go back to work and not to stay with her dying son.

7. while announcing the verdict the Gays were emotionless.

8. Tracey Osik could not believe in the verdict.

9. Tracey Osik seemed to be an entertainer.

10. While with his natural mother, Christian had to undergo an operation.

EXE6. READ THE ARTICLE AND INSERT THE SENTENCES BELOW IN THE GAPS PROVIDED. THERE IS 1 EXTRA SENTENCES WHICH DOES NOT FIT IN

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE

Caffeine Addiction Is a Mental Disorder, Doctors Say       by    George Studeville  






January 19, 2005

Question: What do heroin addicts who receive a daily dose of methadone have in common with people who feel they cannot function without that morning cup of caffeine? Answer: They are tending to their addiction—keeping the physical devils of drug withdrawal at bay. 

As writer T.R. Reid pointed out in his January 2005 National Geographic article, "Caffeine," researchers agree that regular caffeine use triggers a physical dependence, a mild form of addiction. [1] But should those effects of caffeine withdrawal be classified as a definite psychological disorder? Yes, contends Roland Griffiths, a professor of behavioral biology and neuroscience at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland. [2] Known as the DSM, the manual is published by the American Psychiatric Association. Mental-health practitioners use it to help identify conditions and treatment strategies. The next edition will be published in 2010. In addition, Griffiths believes that the diagnosis criteria for caffeine withdrawal should be updated in the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, a medical manual used by the World Health Organization. His conclusions are based on a review of more than 170 years' worth of scientific research and published medical observations on the physiological affects of caffeine and its withdrawal symptoms. [3] Their study was reported in the October 2004 issue of the journal Psychopharmacology. "Doctors and other health professionals have had no scientifically based framework for diagnosing the syndrome," said Griffiths, explaining why he undertook the research project. 

In an interview, Griffiths said that the studies had demonstrated that people who take in as little as a hundred milligrams of caffeine per day—about the amount in half a cup of coffee—can acquire a physical dependence that would trigger withdrawal symptoms. "Although most regular caffeine users know that caffeine is a mild stimulant, many are not aware that abrupt cessation can sometimes produce unpleasant withdrawal symptoms," Griffiths said. [4]
Griffiths said that the studies consistently indicated that at least half of regular caffeine consumers would experience withdrawal symptoms if they abstained. And, he added, that the research showed that symptoms could flare up regardless of what type of caffeine product was used. "With regard to severity, 13 percent of people had clinically significant distress or functional impairment," Griffiths added. [5] The onset of symptoms, research indicated, occurred within 12 to 24 hours after stopping caffeine intake. Peak unpleasantness occurred within the first two days, but other symptoms could continue for as long as nine days. 

An interesting finding of the research, Griffiths said, is that regular caffeine consumers may use it more to stave off withdrawal symptoms than to simply enjoy the product. 

A. The researchers cited 57 experimental studies and 9 survey studies to support their recommendations for including caffeine withdrawal in the DSM.

B. The studies suggested five clusters of common withdrawal symptoms: Headache, fatigue or drowsiness, depression or irritability, difficulty in concentrating, flulike symptoms including nausea, muscle pain, and stiffness.

C. Being a caffeine addict was first recognised as an illness 170 years ago.

D. "At its worst, caffeine withdrawal involved missing work, cancelling social functions, and going to bed with the belief that they had the flu."

E. Griffiths, who helped review the caffeine article in National Geographic, is a principal author of a comprehensive caffeine-withdrawal study. He hopes the report presents a strong case to include caffeine withdrawal in the next edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders.

F. The article describes how some heavy caffeine users grow irritable, get headaches, or feel lethargic when they can't get that coffee, soft drink, energy drink, or cup of tea.

G. The symptoms become more severe with the victim’s realisation what is the real cause of the suffering. As long as they blame the poor condition of their bodies, not the lack of caffeine, they are likely to succeed.  

EXE7. READ THE ARTICLE AND DO THE CLOZE TEST EXERCISE

GUARDIAN 

All teenagers face citizen pledge at 18       Alan Travis, home affairs

Citizenship ceremonies for 18-year-olds could be introduced to celebrate [1] transition to adulthood [2] part of an official drive to improve community cohesion, the home secretary, Charles Clarke, said yesterday.

The idea was floated as part of a package that will see the introduction of Britain's first "citizenship day" this October, and a pocket-size guide to the British constitution. 

Ministers believe the introduction last year of such ceremonies for [3] migrants has proved popular and it is now [4] to consider introducing such services for those born in Britain when they [5] voting age. 

"It is about a rite of passage," said the Home Office minister, Fiona Mactaggart. "New entrants to citizenship [6] come from another citizenship have been given a rite of passage and it has worked, [7] the cynics. It might increase voting among young people, for example. It might increase their interest in contributing [8] society." 

A pilot scheme is to be drawn [9] over the next nine months to recognise the transition to [10] which brings the right to vote and greater social and economic independence. The event is expected to be voluntary and may be modelled [11] affirmation ceremonies held in Australia. 

The scheme is part of a wider package designed to help young people from [12] communities grow up [13] a sense of common belonging, including a sense of inclusive British citizenship and an understanding of people from [14] ethnic and religious backgrounds. 

The package includes a drive to improve the quality of citizenship classes in schools, a framework for the teaching of religious education, and opportunities [15] young people from different back grounds to learn and socialise [16]. Ministers hope that out-of-school activities can be used to [17] segregation in schooling. 

The plan to introduce a citizenship day in October is intended to provide a focal point for activities that [18] inclusive citizenship. The date has been chosen to coincide with black history month and will [19] events to celebrate community identity, culture, and diversity. 

A £3m programme is to [20] introduced to establish a network of officials in the 50 local authority areas with the most diverse faiths. Their job will not be to promote particular faiths but to encourage dialogue and understanding between faith groups and others in the community. 

Mr Clarke said the package, [21] is part of the government's new community cohesion and race equality strategy, was designed to [22] a sense of common belonging and [23] identity so that in Britain no communities or individuals felt left [24]. 

But the Liberal Democrats' home affairs spokesman, Mark Oaten, [25] uneasy about the idea of citizenship ceremonies for young adults: "It's for [26] and schools to create a sense of responsibility in young people, not for the state to patronise 18-year-olds with a ceremony which they are [27] to attend anyway. These are issues which should have been tackled at school, not in a quick-fix ceremony." 

The home secretary announced yesterday that he would be clarifying the existing offence of incitement to racial hatred as well as extending it to cover religious hatred. 

Mr Clarke said the law on racial hatred would in future only require "that it be likely, rather than proven, that the offending material would have been seen by someone in whom it is likely to stir up religious or racial hatred". This would make the law more effective [28] hate crime. 

The home secretary stressed again that he did not believe that the offence would criminalise those who told jokes or criticised religion, [29] which he described as "a proud part of our British culture". 

Instead it would be used [30] those racist organisations which have used the gap in the law to target Muslims and other faith groups with offensive and dangerous literature.

Oaths and rituals

Australia

Citizenship ceremonies often culminate with the gift of native trees, and are part of life. Affirmation ceremonies for [31] who have taken out citizenship have also become popular since their 1999 launch. Hosted by community groups, councils and schools - often [32] a naturalisation ceremony - they are often staged [33] significant days such as Australia Day (Jan 26) and Australian Citizenship Day (Sept 17). Led by a community leader, it is based on the Australian citizenship pledge that reads: 'As an Australian citizen, I affirm my loyalty to Australia and [34] people, whose democratic beliefs I share, whose rights and liberties I respect, and whose laws I uphold and obey' 

US 

Those taking out citizenship must attend a ceremony to take an oath of allegiance. The school day has traditionally started with students reciting the pledge of allegiance 

Canada 

Citizens can take part in a reaffirmation service and repeat the oath of citizenship. Guidelines advise a guest speaker - 'someone who will speak from the heart about citizenship' - and the singing of the national anthem. A reaffirmation certificate 'acts [35] a special souvenir'.

Richard Jinman 

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2005

EXE8. READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

CNN

'Idol' gives the guys a break                                                        CNN.com

LOS ANGELES, California (AP) -- "American Idol" turned into the battle of the divas last season. This year, male contestants are getting a little help.

In a bid to freshen the Fox series as it begins its fourth season Tuesday -- and to even the playing field dominated in 2004 by female songbirds -- half of the 24 semifinalist spots are promised to men.

It's one of several revisions in the talent show that producers say will leave the format intact but, they hope, add catchy new riffs to keep viewers humming along as they choose the winner.
The latest competition, which drew more than 100,000 pop star wannabes to auditions in seven cities last summer, debuts with a two-hour episode at 8 p.m. EST Tuesday and a one-hour show at 8 p.m. EST Wednesday.

Fantasia Barrino nabbed the title and a record contract last year after duking it out vocally with La Toya London, Jennifer Hudson and runner-up Diana DeGarmo. Counting past winners Kelly Clarkson and Ruben Studdard, the series' score stands at: women 2, men 1.

Dividing by gender was tried successfully in international versions of the contest and made sense this year because the U.S. audition field was evenly split between the sexes, producers say.

"We could create a group of girl finalists and boy finalists without feeling we left anybody who was good aside," said executive producer Cecile Frot-Coutaz.

Rescuing Fox

For Fox, the program has been a shining star in a weak schedule. "American Idol" scored its best ratings among advertiser-coveted viewers aged 18 to 49 last year and ended as the No. 1 show among that group. (The finale audience, however, was smaller than the year before, about 28.8 million compared to 38.1 million for 2003.)

"The show works as it is, it's proven that it's worked," said Frot-Coutaz. "What we're trying to do for 'AI4' is to tweak it a bit to bring new things to the viewer and improve it a bit where we think we can improve it."

The judging panel remains unchanged: Paula Abdul, Randy Jackson and wasp-tongued Simon Cowell are returning, joined by a new parade of celebrity critics (this time around including Brandy, LL Cool J, Gene Simmons and Kenny Loggins).

Host Ryan Seacrest, who diplomatically handles good and bad performers and runs interference for Cowell's worst barbs, calls this a "pivotal year."

"There's a fine line between changing too much and keeping the show fresh," he said, predicting viewers will welcome the results.

One unaltered element is the telephone voting system that had some fans crying foul as repeated efforts to call in and support their favorite were met by busy signals.

"Nothing's ever perfect ... but we have the best possible system out there," said Frot-Coutaz.

The bulk of changes are intended to create a stronger emotional connection with contestants and to strengthen the show's process, according to producers.

In past seasons a field of 32 semifinalists was broken into four groups of eight. One group would compete each week, with two singers chosen for the finals; a wild card show added two more for the top 12.

The audience was at least mildly confused, research for the series found. And continuity was lost as those named finalists in the early going were away from the show for up to a month.

"We're hoping to improve it in such a way that viewers can start rooting for contestants earlier in the show," Frot-Coutaz said.

Opening it up

The age ceiling for contestants has been raised by four years to 28 to encourage diversity. Older singers "have had a lot more highs and lows in their life" and are more intense, said Seacrest.

The audition rounds, in which the talented and hapless do their a cappella best, will last longer, three weeks vs. two weeks. Contestants will be culled further in two weeks of episodes taped in Los Angeles. "We're going into some of these people's homes, into their lives, follow their journey a bit more," Frot-Coutaz said. "Audition shows will get out of the audition room a bit more."

Celebrity judges will be part of the audition segments for the first time but will have less of a presence during the studio episodes. Room would be made for a big-name artist -- Paul McCartney is No. 1 on the most-wanted list -- whose music is part of the competition, a la the Barry Manilow bonanza last season.

Performance and live elimination rounds will begin February 21, five weeks into the season (compared to four weeks last year). The 24 semifinalists will be pared to 12 during a three-week period in which the show will air three times a week. The men compete in one, the women in another, with results announced the third day.

Cross-gender competition begins March 15, when the program returns to twice-weekly airings, with the finale May 24-25.

Whether "American Idol" can maintain its status as a hit of watercooler stature is uncertain, said industry analysts.

"It's always possible for these things to have a resurgence ... but look at what happened to 'Survivor,' said Larry Gerbrandt of Century City-based Alix Partners.

The latest finale of the CBS reality show was the least-popular yet, beaten by ABC's smash "Desperate Housewives."

"There's less of a phenomenon feel to it," Gerbrandt said of "American Idol," but added, "It's always possible that America could fall in love all over again."

Success is fickle for all but a tiny handful of TV series, said Dennis McAlpine of Scarsdale, New York-based research firm McAlpine Associates. "Very few shows remain highly popular," he said, usually peaking within four years.

"American Idol" could well be among the exceptions, contended Frot-Coutaz.

"I think it has the potential to be one of these very long-running franchises," she said. "These things do exist. They don't come along very often but I think it could be one of them."

1. In what way is the Fox series going to freshen?

2. Explain what is meant by:  add catchy new riffs to keep viewers humming along as they choose the winner.
3. Explain what is meant by : nabbed the title and a record contract
4. What does ‘wasp-tongued’ mean?

5. Explain what is meant by: diplomatically handles good and bad performers
6. Why are fans going to be ‘crying fouls’?

7. What is the ‘age ceiling’?

8. What are ‘airings’?

9. What is meant by : Success is fickle for all but a tiny handful of TV series
EXE9. READ THE ARTICLE, DO THE WORD FORMATION EXERCISE AND THEN DO THE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXERCISE:

TELEGRAPH

Britons' belief in God vanishing as religion is replaced by apathy             By Anthony King 

To say  that Britain is rapidly becoming a godless country would be too strong, but a YouGov survey provides overwhelming evidence that the British are now a largely [RELIGION] people. 

Only a minority believe that God exists and almost everyone acknowledges that Britain is becoming an increasingly secular society.

There is little or no evidence of active [HOSTILE] towards either religious people or religious beliefs.

Instead, the national mood appears to be one of benign [DIFFERENT]. Most people give the impression of regarding religion almost as a consumer good, one to be consumed by those who happen to have a taste for it.

A majority of people in 21st century Britain neither hopes nor fears for a life after death. Only about a third believes in Heaven, and even fewer in Hell and the Devil.

Marriage is no longer seen as a sacrament and even church weddings no longer find favour. 

Moreover, the existing trend towards [SECULAR] seems almost certain to continue. The incidence of religious belief has declined sharply in recent decades and young people today are [SIGNIFY] less religious than their elders.

More than a third of today's young people describe themselves as either agnostics or atheists. Among middle-aged people and the elderly, the figure is far smaller.

Yet tradition and a sense of "the fitness of things" still maintain their grip on the British imagination.

Even in this secular age, a substantial majority of people - including thousands of non-Christians and non-believers - believes that the Queen should remain head of the Church of England and Defender of the Faith.

Repeating a question that the Gallup Poll asked nearly four decades ago, YouGov began by asking people, bluntly, whether or not they believed in God.

The findings, set out in the chart on Page 17, are startling. Whereas in 1968 more than three quarters of people, 77 per cent, said they did believe in God, that figure has fallen by nearly half to 44 per cent - a minority of the population.

The proportion prepared to admit that it does not believe in God has more than trebled from a mere 11 per cent in the late-1960s to 35 per cent today.

The gap between the number of believers and non-believers, once wide, has thus closed dramatically. As the figures in the chart also show, a majority of men, as well as a majority of young people, now decline to acknowledge the existence of God.

However, today's religious doubt frequently amounts to just that: doubt. One in four of YouGov's sample, asked to say whether or not they believed in God, replied "Don't know" and, even among the 35 per cent who said they did not believe in Him, [CONSIDER] more described themselves as agnostics rather than outright atheists.

The nature of many people's beliefs also appears to be subtly [SHIFT]. Among the 44 per cent of YouGov's respondents who professed a belief in the Almighty, more than a tenth were clearly not monotheists in the usual sense, believing in one God and only one.

A fair proportion, three per cent, claimed to believe in more than one God and 10 per cent described themselves as believing in "some other kind of Supreme Being".

Against such a background of rising doubt and [BELIEVER], it is unsurprising that most people recognised that Britain was becoming a more secular country, in the sense that fewer people than in the past were religious and fewer regularly attended places of worship. That view is held by no fewer than 81 per cent of YouGov's respondents.

But do they welcome that fact or regret it? A [SUBSTANCE] proportion regrets it - a proportion that even includes roughly one in seven of professed non-believers.

Large numbers evidently feel that, even if they themselves are not especially religious, the country as a whole is poorer for having lost what was once a commonly shared faith.

The section of the chart headed "Religious beliefs" also attests to the gradual erosion of specific beliefs that once underpinned much of the greatest religious art. Roughly half a century ago, more than half of Britons still believed in a life after death. Today, fewer than half imagine that their souls will outlast their corporeal selves.

Similarly, only a minority now believes in Heaven and even fewer believe in the Devil. Curiously, the proportion believing in the existence of Hell has changed not at all since Gallup asked about people's belief or lack of it in the nether regions in the late-1960s.

Roughly a quarter believed in Hell then. Roughly a quarter still do. It may be that many people do not construe the idea of Hell in religious terms but, like the French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre, see it as pervading the human condition.

A further measure of British secularisation is provided by the responses to YouGov's question about where people would like to be married. Within living memory, most people would probably have said - almost automatically - "in church". Not so today.

As the figures in the chart show, only 34 per cent of YouGov's respondents said they would like to be wed in a church or some other place of religious worship - a synagogue, mosque or temple. Nearly double that proportion, 63 per cent, would prefer not to be married in a place of worship at all (23 per cent) or else shrugged their shoulders and said [DIFFERENCE] that they "would not mind one way or the other" (40 per cent).

Needless to say, attendance at places of worship has declined [CORRESPOND]. Of the 44 per cent of YouGov's sample who professed to believe in God, hardly any were frequent worshippers and only a minority attended religious celebrations more than once a week or in most weeks. The great majority, like non-believers, mostly stayed at home.

As the figures in the chart indicate, Anglicans and adherents of one of the non-Christian faiths (only a small subset of YouGov's sample) were the least assiduous in their attendance. Nonconformists and other nonAnglican Protestants - and, to a slightly lesser extent, Roman Catholics - appeared, on the face of it, to be more devout.

In England, though not in Scotland or Wales, the Monarch has stood since the 16th century - and still stands - at the intersection between religion and the state. Despite the ongoing trend towards secularisation, only a minority of people seemed [DISPOSITION] to question this historic arrangement.

Only about one person in four reckoned that the Queen should no longer be allowed to play her role as head of the Church of England and a clear majority was evidently content that she should continue. Even among non-Christians and non-believers, the balance of opinion favoured the status quo.

However, the Prince of Wales's professed desire to be seen in future as "defender of all the faiths" is accorded a significantly less [FAVOURS] response - both from Christians, many of whom [DOUBT] believed that he should remain an exclusively Christian figure, and from non-Christians, many of whom almost certainly wanted to keep their religious faith to themselves.

As the figures in the chart show, majorities of Christians, non-Christian believers and non-believers are united in not [UNWANTED] the prince, when he becomes king, to step outside the traditional royal role. That said, his "defender of all the faiths" concept was more widely applauded by people who were religious but not Christians than by others.

He appears to have struck something of a chord among that group, if not a very loud one.

As for religious education, a clear majority held that "the Government should encourage the parents of children of all faiths, including Christians, to send their children to the same schools" and only a tiny minority, five per cent, believed that the state should encourage the parents of children of minority faiths to send their children to separate "faith schools".

Others believed that the Government should support both non-denominational and faith schools but remained neutral on the issue of which type of schools children should attend.

Taken as a whole, YouGov's findings suggest that "live and let live" is the dominant British approach to religious belief as to so many things. The relative absence of religious passion in Britain probably helps to foster this country's atmosphere of easy-going religious toleration.

YouGov elicited the views of 1,981 adults across Britain online between Dec 16 and 18. The data have been weighted to conform to the demographic profile of British adults as a whole. YouGov abides by the rules of the British Polling Council.

Anthony King is professor of government at Essex University 

 © Copyright of Telegraph Group Limited 2005. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE:

1. According to the article Britons

A/seem not to believe in God


B/ believe in God in a large proportion

C/,in a large proportion, believe in God

D/,in a large proportion, do not believe in God.

2. Most people in Britain

A/ worry about their afterlife

B/ seem to worry about their afterlife

C/ worry and are afraid of their afterlife

D/ don’t worry or are afraid of their afterlife

3. In today’s Britain

A/ more than one third of the population believe that it is impossible to know for sure if God exists

B/ one third of the population believe that it is impossible to know for sure if God exists

C/ more than one third of the population don’t believe in the possibility of God’s existence or the proof that he exists

D/ more than one third of the population don’t believe in the possibility of God’s presence or the proof that he exists

4. In the group of the people asked

A/ more than one third declared that the existence of God was impossible to prove 

B/ more than one third declared that there was no God

C/ more than one third declared that they neither believed in the existence nor the proof

D/ more than one third declared that they were in doubt

5. In Britain

A/ most of the people asked don’t believe in heaven and Hell

B/ almost one third of the people asked believe in Hell

C/ more than one third of the people asked believe in Hell

D/ more than one third of the people asked believe in Hell and  Heaven

6. According to the article

A/ only Anglicans and other nonChristian faiths were good attendants

B/ Noncomformists, nonAnglican Protestants and also Roman Catholics were better attendants.

C/ Noncomformists and nonAnglican Protestants were much better attendants than Roman Catholics

D/ Roman Catholics were the best attendants.

7. As far as religious education goes, most people think that 

A/ children should attend schools irrespective of religious beliefs

B/ children should attend schools of the religion they believe in

C/ all children should attend the same schools

D/ that state should influence parents to send their children to separate schools.

EXE10.READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

CNN

Elegant, obese dancers shatter stereotypes                                           CNN.com

HAVANA, Cuba (AP) -- Cuban ballet dancers in white glide across the floor, executing an airy blend of pirouettes and back stretches. Within seconds, spectators are captivated, quickly forgetting what at first they couldn't overlook -- most of the dancers weigh more than 200 pounds.

Six dancers between the ages of 23 and 41 make up the island's Voluminous Dance group, which has presented about 20 works and is preparing its current show, "Una muerte dulce," or "A Sweet Death," for the spring.

"It's incredible how they utilize their roundness," Mirta Castro, a tourist from Costa Rica, said as she watched the dancers rehearsing in Havana. "It breaks free of the belief that dance is only for slender people."

That is exactly the taboo Juan Miguel Mas, the group's director, wanted to shatter when he created Voluminous Dance in 1996.

He called together dozens of overweight people in Havana to a formal dance audition where he looked for inner spark, eagerness and motivation.

"We obese people also need to express ourselves with our bodies," said Mas, who is also a dancer in the group. "We feel (our bodies), we command them and we enjoy them just like any other human being."

While obesity is not a major problem in Cuba, where fast-food restaurants are almost nonexistent, the country is beginning to face some of the same health challenges confronting most of the world.

In the late 1990s, the government began urging Cubans to get more exercise and eat more fruits and vegetables in addition to their typical diet of rice, beans and meat.

Last year, the island's sports institute, which manages Cuba's elite athletes, launched a campaign to encourage exercise and sports among the general population.

Mas, who weighs more than 300 pounds, first appeared on stage with Cuba's Contemporary Dance troupe as a giant baby in the lead role of a 1989 production called "Absurdo," or "Absurd." He is the only member of Voluminous Dance, or Danza Voluminosa, who danced professionally before the group's creation.

Dancers in the group have come and gone over the years, Mas said. Money is scarce, and as an independent project, the group often scrambles to find rehearsal space and generate interest in their performances.

The group is not officially recognized by Cuba's cultural ministry, so none of the dancers receive full salaries from the socialist state; instead, they earn some money for each contract. Mas said he thinks the reason there's been no formal endorsement for the group is that most of the dancers have not received dance training from the state.

"We desperately need support," said Mas, who added the group is the only one of its kind in Cuba and, he believes, in the region. "Ours is a project that could reach thousands of people all over the country."

In a studio in Havana's Teatro Nacional, the dancers move with grace and sensitivity, surprising onlookers with their elasticity. Their leaps are limited, but arm motions are expansive and elegant.

The room becomes electric when the dancers suddenly drop to the floor and begin to roll over each other, as if part of a wave. The task appears effortless despite intense, passion-filled expressions on their faces.

"Our work is not just art, it also has a social aspect," Mas said. "We approach obese people to help them find a physical and emotional equilibrium and rescue their self-esteem."

Barbara Paula Valdes, 27, said she feels transformed after two years with Voluminous Dance.

"I changed how I walk, how I talk, the way I relate to people," said Valdes, who weighs 275 pounds. "I had an artist hidden inside me and didn't realize it.

1. Explain what is meant by the phrase: they utilize their roundness.

2. How do you understand the sentence: "It breaks free of the belief that dance is only for slender people."

3. What was J.M.Mas looking for during an audition in Havana?

4. What makes Mas professionally different from the rest of his group?

5. Why can’t the dancers be paid a salary?

6. Interpret the expression used in the text: The room becomes electric
EX11. DECIDE WHETHER THE STATEMENTS BELOW THE ARTICLE ARE TRUE OR FALSE

National Geographic News

Animal-Human Hybrids Spark Controversy            by Maryann Mott

January 25, 2005

Scientists have begun blurring the line between human and animal by producing chimeras—a hybrid creature that's part human, part animal. Chinese scientists at the Shanghai Second Medical University in 2003 successfully fused human cells with rabbit eggs. The embryos were reportedly the first human-animal chimeras successfully created. They were allowed to develop for several days in a laboratory dish before the scientists destroyed the embryos to harvest their stem cells. 

In Minnesota last year researchers at the Mayo Clinic created pigs with human blood flowing through their bodies. And at Stanford University in California an experiment might be done later this year to create mice with human brains. 

Scientists feel that, the more humanlike the animal, the better research model it makes for testing drugs or possibly growing "spare parts," such as livers, to transplant into humans. Watching how human cells mature and interact in a living creature may also lead to the discoveries of new medical treatments. 

But creating human-animal chimeras—named after a monster in Greek mythology that had a lion's head, goat's body, and serpent's tail—has raised troubling questions: What new subhuman combination should be produced and for what purpose? At what point would it be considered human? And what rights, if any, should it have? 

There are currently no U.S. federal laws that address these issues. The National Academy of Sciences, which advises the U.S. government, has been studying the issue. In March it plans to present voluntary ethical guidelines for researchers. 

A chimera is a mixture of two or more species in one body. Not all are considered troubling, though. For example, faulty human heart valves are routinely replaced with ones taken from cows and pigs. The surgery—which makes the recipient a human-animal chimera—is widely accepted. And for years scientists have added human genes to bacteria and farm animals. What's caused the uproar is the mixing of human stem cells with embryonic animals to create new species. 

Biotechnology activist Jeremy Rifkin is opposed to crossing species boundaries, because he believes animals have the right to exist without being tampered with or crossed with another species. He concedes that these studies would lead to some medical breakthroughs. Still, they should not be done. "There are other ways to advance medicine and human health besides going out into the strange, brave new world of chimeric animals," Rifkin said, adding that sophisticated computer models can substitute for experimentation on live animals. "One doesn't have to be religious or into animal rights to think this doesn't make sense," he continued. "It's the scientists who want to do this. They've now gone over the edge into the pathological domain." 

David Magnus, director of the Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics at Stanford University, believes the real worry is whether or not chimeras will be put to uses that are problematic, risky, or dangerous. For example, an experiment that would raise concerns, he said, is genetically engineering mice to produce human sperm and eggs, then doing in vitro fertilization to produce a child whose parents are a pair of mice. "Most people would find that problematic," Magnus said, "but those uses are bizarre and not, to the best of my knowledge, anything that anybody is remotely contemplating. Most uses of chimeras are actually much more relevant to practical concerns." 

Last year Canada passed the Assisted Human Reproduction Act, which bans chimeras. Specifically, it prohibits transferring a nonhuman cell into a human embryo and putting human cells into a nonhuman embryo. 

Cynthia Cohen is a member of Canada's Stem Cell Oversight Committee, which oversees research protocols to ensure they are in accordance with the new guidelines. She believes a ban should also be put into place in the U.S. Creating chimeras, she said, by mixing human and animal gametes (sperms and eggs) or transferring reproductive cells, diminishes human dignity. "It would deny that there is something distinctive and valuable about human beings that ought to be honored and protected," said Cohen, who is also the senior research fellow at Georgetown University's Kennedy Institute of Ethics in Washington, D.C. But, she noted, the wording on such a ban needs to be developed carefully. It shouldn't outlaw ethical and legitimate experiments—such as transferring a limited number of adult human stem cells into animal embryos in order to learn how they proliferate and grow during the prenatal period. 

Irv Weissman, director of Stanford University's Institute of Cancer/Stem Cell Biology and Medicine in California, is against a ban in the United States. "Anybody who puts their own moral guidance in the way of this biomedical science, where they want to impose their will—not just be part of an argument—if that leads to a ban or moratorium. … they are stopping research that would save human lives," he said. Weissman has already created mice with brains that are about one percent human. Later this year he may conduct another experiment where the mice have 100 percent human brains. This would be done, he said, by injecting human neurons into the brains of embryonic mice. Before being born, the mice would be killed and dissected to see if the architecture of a human brain had formed. If it did, he'd look for traces of human cognitive behavior. Weissman said he's not a mad scientist trying to create a human in an animal body. He hopes the experiment leads to a better understanding of how the brain works, which would be useful in treating diseases like Alzheimer's or Parkinson's disease. The test has not yet begun. Weissman is waiting to read the National Academy's report, due out in March. 

William Cheshire, associate professor of neurology at the Mayo Clinic's Jacksonville, Florida, branch, feels that combining human and animal neurons is problematic. "This is unexplored biologic territory," he said. "Whatever moral threshold of human neural development we might choose to set as the limit for such an experiment, there would be a considerable risk of exceeding that limit before it could be recognized." Cheshire supports research that combines human and animal cells to study cellular function. As an undergraduate he participated in research that fused human and mouse cells. But where he draws the ethical line is on research that would destroy a human embryo to obtain cells, or research that would create an organism that is partly human and partly animal. "We must be cautious not to violate the integrity of humanity or of animal life over which we have a stewardship responsibility," said Cheshire, a member of Christian Medical and Dental Associations. "Research projects that create human-animal chimeras risk disturbing fragile ecosystems, endanger health, and affront species integrity." 

1. First chimeras were killed before being born from the mother.

2. Scientists believe that the more human the hybrid the more rights it should have.

3. A chimera of a human with porcine or bovine heart valves does not raise any objections.

4. Rifkin believes that everybody with common sense is against creation of chimeric animals.

5. Producing a human child whose parents will be mice is quite real.

6. Cynthia Cohen believes that all experiments concerning chimeras question human dignity and should be banned by law.

7. Irv Weissman hopes that mice with human brains will contribute to better understanding of how the brain works.

8. Cheshire claims that experiments on human brain, even in a mouse body, might be dangerous due to the shortage of our knowledge.

EXE12. READ THE ARTICLE AND INSERT THE SENTENCES BELOW IN THE GAPS PROVIDED. THERE ARE 2 EXTRA SENTENCES WHICH DO NOT FIT IN

THE WASHINGTON POST 

  A Woman of Our Times                                                                       by David Broder
PORTLAND, Ore. -- "Feisty" is the word I have used in two previous columns about Vera Katz -- the first in 1985, when she had just become the second woman in U.S. history elected as speaker of a state house of representatives, and the second in 1998, when I wrote about her ambitious plans as mayor of Portland to remake her city's downtown and waterfront.

 
Feisty is what she remains as she winds up her 12 years as mayor this week and closes three decades of public service that mark her as one of the pioneers and pacesetters for the women's movement, education reform, health care and urban planning.

[1] She's 71 now, locked in a four-year battle with a persistent form of cancer, but she has yielded nothing to time or disease.

She used the occasion to throw out fresh challenges to her successor and to her constituents, turning what could have been a sentimental and even tearful occasion into a political learning experience for the civic leaders who filled the hotel ballroom and the larger audience of Portlanders who were later to read or see her speech.

As always, her main concern was the schools. [2] As mayor, she had intervened more than once to head off teacher strikes and other crises, and in the recent Oregon budget crunch, she persuaded Portland-area voters to tax themselves more heavily to avoid the cuts in the school calendar taking place elsewhere in the state.

Virtually her final words this day were a plea to Portland's business leaders to "show the same passion for the schools you show for limiting taxes."

The biggest single change -- and by all odds the most positive -- I have witnessed in American politics has been the emergence of strong women such as Katz in leadership positions. [3] 

Katz was a refugee, born in Germany, fleeing the Nazis as a child, then walking with her family away from Nazi-occupied France through the Pyrenees to Spain, then going on to Portugal and, finally, New York.

As a young mother in Portland, she was inspired by the Kennedy campaign of 1968 and, after his murder, remained active on behalf of migrant workers and other liberal causes. [4] Often working across party lines, they helped set the state on a progressive course by demonstrating they could count votes and, in Katz's case, deal with the intricacies of state budgets as well.

In 1985, when she set her cap on becoming speaker, Oregon, like every state but North Dakota, had never seen a woman in that leadership role. [5] But she served as speaker for six years, until Republicans won control. During that time, the legislature passed the nationally influential Oregon Health Plan and many pieces of social legislation.

As mayor, Katz has had the usual array of problems -- police, schools, transportation, you name it.[6] She wanted to put a concrete lid over a sunken four-mile stretch of Interstate 405, six lanes of traffic slashing through the heart of the city. The American Society of Landscape Architects offered a plan for parks, apartments, office towers and civic buildings on the new surface. But it never came to pass.

On the other hand, in that 1998 visit, she showed me a factory and warehouse strip along the shoreline of the Willamette River that could be -- she hoped -- cleared and converted into a glorious green riverfront park. [7].
Her imprint on her adopted city is permanent. And she is herself an important reminder of what this country has gained by opening its doors to immigrants, by recognizing the talents of women -- and as this proud product of Brooklyn College would insist -- by investing in public education.

  © 2004 The Washington Post Company

A/ And this year the completed Eastbank Esplande was named in her honor.

B/ She became an exceptional human rights activist after the childhood full of the Nazi horror.

C/ For the first time in the history of that region she was to break this tradition.

D/ When I saw her, during a brief visit earlier this month, deliver her final "state of the city" address to the Portland City Club, she was the same tiny figure, bright-eyed, chin out, I had met almost 40 years ago, when she was a volunteer in Robert F. Kennedy's presidential campaign.

E/ In her 20 years in the legislature, she had written and gotten passed the measure that set standards for education in Oregon, later imitated and adopted by scores of governors, including George W. Bush.

F/ Some of her dreams were never realized.

G/ Each of them has her own story of obstacles overcome and her own set of experiences from which she drew the strength needed to break the mold.

H/ It took her 101 ballots to prevail in a contest with two male legislators.

I/ She was elected to the legislature in 1972, part of a sizable group of women, Democrats and Republicans alike, determined to alter the cozy "good old boy" atmosphere in Salem.

EXE13. READ THE ARTICLE AND DECIDE WHETHER THE STATEMENTS BELOW ARE TRUE, FALSE OR THERE IS NO INFORMATION IN THE TEXT.

TELEGRAPH GROUP LIMITED

I'm homesick - but not really sure for where            By Andrea Phillips

"So, where are you from?" Always the inevitable question. And it is tedious, although part of me does enjoy the reactions - also quite inevitable: "Wow - you've been around" and "You're lucky, what great experience."

Originally from England but taken to Australia as a child, at 16 I moved with my family to South Africa. After university I spent a year travelling, with England as a base, then returned to South Africa for five years and now I'm back in Australia!

So, do I consider myself English, Australian or South African? It's actually a really difficult question. Often, I'll say "English" because England was where I was born and spent my first few years of school.

In terms of the formative years of growing up, however, I'm Australian. But my senior high school and university years were spent in South Africa. It was in Johannesburg that I had my first proper boyfriend, first job and first flat away from the family home. So with a glance at the facts of domicile, I guess I'd have to be classed as South African.

And yes, I was very happy to sing "Shosholoza" (or the nearest I could pronounce) and chant "Viva Bokke!" while watching the rugby, Castle lager in hand. I was thrilled when our James Small took down Jonah Lomu in the opening minutes when every other fly-half of the tournament thus far had balked. Like everyone else, I had a lump in the throat when President Mandela accompanied Francois Pienaar onto the field before the Boks' victory in the 1995 World Cup.

Those were great days to be South African. Everyone united in the euphoria of the win accompanied by a smug "Up yours!" to the rest of the world which had isolated South African sports for so long. But I was never really accepted as a South African and neither did I want to be. And when the rand climbed beyond 10 to the pound I was comfortable in the knowledge that my shiny red passport provided an escape route.

"So you're going home then?" Jason asked. It actually took me a few seconds to answer "Ja". He considered me English, so my decision to move to London obviously meant I was "going home". I love London. To me, it's the centre of the known universe. Among its many other attractions I enjoy the anonymity of the place, the fact that you can have the same routine day in, day out, but never see the same person twice.

And yet in an ironic juxtaposition, I've bumped into South African friends at a café in Covent Garden, at Tottenham Court Road station, entering an Andy Warhol exhibition, and lazing in Kensington Gardens.

I love the fact that things are happening. Even if I don't have a ticket to see the Wimbledon tennis live and I end up watching the finals on television, the fact is that I could have done; that it's happening so close by fills me with a strange sense of satisfaction.

I felt I'd achieved a really big tick from my virtual list of "things to do" when, invited to Twickenham through corporate hospitality, I got to sing "God Save the Queen" waving a Union Jack! This despite the fact that I'd been awarded the ticket by virtue of my being South African!

The trouble with London is, plenty of other people think it's great too. The competition is unbelievable! One job in particular - I couldn't imagine there would be many people more qualified than me. It turned out there were 400 applications and I didn't even make the short-list. So, much as I love London, I can see where I'm not wanted! Back to Australia I've come.

Home? It's certainly been a good time to come back, what with the hype surrounding the Millennium and the Olympic Games. Awesome rugby team. Awesome cricket team too. I've been able to get a job with a multinational IT company and find (and afford) a lovely house in a gorgeous area less than a minute's walk from the beach. Bliss. So how come I feel so homesick?

I remember coming home from school in the North-east of England and finding a book with a long word on the front: "Australia". It included pictures of men on horseback rounding up sheep and explained how you have school lessons via radio. That was a long time ago! We went to Sydney and I attended a regular school and, for all intents and purposes, fitted in.

We then went to South Africa and I adapted just as well. Kids are good at that. Trouble is, kids grow up and, while there have been great benefits in terms of education and experience, I'm finding drawbacks. The ability to transcend any form of real patriotism as a result of never having one true home seeps into other areas.

With all the choices available, I've not been able to make a decision about where I want to live. Because of that, I restrict job-hunting exercises to multinational companies in order that I may transfer to an office in South Africa, England, or perhaps even somewhere else. Flexibility in nationality has resulted in an inability to commit myself to anything for any length of time. Even to have a firm favourite between the Boks, the Wallabies and the Lions might be nice!

1. When she graduated from the university, she travelled around the world but she always stopped in England.

2. It is a wonderful feeling to be cosmopolitan.

3. She became fully independent and grown up in South Africa.

4. She was speechless during the venue with president Mandela.

5. She never felt South African.

6. London is like Big Apple to America.

7. Anonymity of London suits her fine.

8. The fact that, while in London, she can take part in so many events makes her feel fulfilled.

9. As highly qualified as she thought she was, she couldn’t find herself on the list among top ten applicants.

10. She doesn’t understand why she is feeling homesick being in Australia and realizing all her plans which she was unable to in London.

11. She had no adaptation problems only when she went to South Africa.

12. In her situation, it is hard to be patriotic.

13. She needs a job in large companies to be able to come back to London whenever she wants.

14. Her problem is that she is not able to feel attached to anything.

EXE14. PART 1: WORD FORMATION, PART 2: CLOZE TEST, PART 3: FIND SYNONYMS (S) OR ANTONYMS (A) IN THE TEXT:

PART 1: Africa Fights Locust Plagues    by Brian Handwerk, 
National Geographic

WORD FORMATION

Locust plagues may predate [BIBLE] times, but today scientists still struggle to fully understand and control the swarms that can bring famine to thousands. 

In Guinea-Bissau, West Africa, desert locusts (Schistocerca gregaria) currently threaten to decimate the cashew crop on which [NEAR] two-thirds of the nation's farmers depend. 

   
The current [BREAK] comes on the heels of heavy locust damage in numerous West African countries this past summer and fall. 

Food [SHORT] loom in the hardest-hit areas. In Mauritania government officials estimate that one-third of the nation's 2.8 million inhabitants could go hungry next year. Others in the Sahel region, the semidesert southern fringe of the Sahara, will share the [MISERABLE]. 

The recent plagues mark the worst locust upsurges in 15 years. "The last big infestation was between 1986-89," said Clive Elliott, a locust expert with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome, Italy. "I've spoken to lots of people in the field this year who say that the size and [DENSE] of the swarms they've seen [in western and northwestern Africa] is larger than in 1988." 

If there is a pattern to the plagues, scientists have yet to find it. Twentieth-century plagues occurred in 1926-1934, 1940-1948, 1949-1963, 1967-1969, and 1986-1989. Plagues are spurred by recurrent [RAIN] during the insect's [BREEDER]season. 

"We've looked for [REGULAR], but locust population dynamics are so driven by the weather we don't find ([PREDICTION] cycles)," said University of Wyoming entomologist and locust expert Jeff Lockwood, "We can forecast locust [plagues] about as well as we can forecast the weather." 

During [MASS] plagues, desert locusts can appear over a land area of nearly 12 million square miles (30 million square kilometers) in some 60 nations—[COMPRISE] over 20 percent of Earth's land surface. 

The insects inflict heavy crop damage that's devastating for subsistence farmers, many of whom must flee land that can no longer support their families. 

The FAO's Desert Locust Information Service reports that during the biggest plagues, the insects may endanger the [LIVELY] of one in every ten people on Earth. 

Part 2:  Control Efforts 

CLOSE TEST

[1] control locust plagues, FAO coordinates international efforts and helps national authorities battle the ancient pests [2] modern technology that includes satellites, pesticides, and helicopters. 

"Part of our forecasting system is looking at satellite information [3] vegetation and identifying desert areas [4] locusts are likely to be found," Elliott said. "We [5] information to countries, so that they can target their surveys [6] those areas. It doesn't always work, but it has proven useful." 

Approximately 42,500 square miles (11 million hectares) of African land was sprayed last year [7] fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters. 

While the process may control locusts, it [8] introduces large amounts of environmentally harmful pesticides. It's a problem the FAO says it is attempting to address. 

"[9] of the spraying has been done [10] conventional organophosphate pesticides," Elliott noted. "The FAO is trying to promote use of [11] environmentally friendly pesticides. But it's taking longer than we'd like to get it [12] of the ground." 

One possible alternative control method uses a naturally occurring fungus, Metarhizium anisopliae, to create a bio-pesticide dubbed green muscle. The fungus is deadly [13] locusts and grasshoppers but has proven [14] to other insects, plants, and animals—[15] people. 

Part 3:  "Conveyor Belts" 

FIND SYNONYMS (S) OR ANTONYMS (A) IN THE TEXT:

Elliott reports that, while the desert locust plague situation remains serious, hopes are high that heavy control operations in fall 2004 have made an impact. 

"We don't know whether we could be into a plague by September of this year, or if by May the whole thing will have petered out," he said. 

While controlling locust plagues is the FAO's first priority, understanding the ecological role of the massive outbreaks is also important. Thus far, the latter goal has proven somewhat elusive. 

"We can think of locust swarms as giant conveyor belts of nutrients that move tons and tons of organic material from one place to another," Lockwood said. "Frankly we have a poor understanding of how this fits into nutrient cycling in Africa." 

Although not fully understood, the massive outbreaks are generally believed to have an important ecological role. 

"You could think of a locust outbreak as a sort of metabolic wildfire. We don't have the capability to do it, but … the thought of totally eliminating locust outbreaks would give most ecologists a shiver up their spine," he said. "We just don't know enough about the possible effects." 

1. changes [A], 2. influence [S], 3. supervising  [S], 4. sth unimportant [A], 5. achievable [A], 6. tiny [A], 7. artificial [A], 8. openly [S], 9. specifically [A], 10. disability [A], 11. completely [S], 12. results [S]

EXE15. READ THE ARTICLE AND DECIDE WHETHER THE SENTENCES BELOW IT ARE TRUE OR FALSE and FIND EITHER SYNONYMS [S] OR ANTONYMS [A] IN THE TEXT

TELEGRAPH
Middle class to pay higher fines for the same offence      by Philip Johnston, Home Affairs)                

Better-off people will have to pay heavier fines for offences such as speeding under a Bill published yesterday that links penalties to income. The level of the fine will also be governed by the offender's ability to pay. 

At present, magistrates work from a scale of fines depending on the gravity of the offence and can reduce the sum if the culprit cannot pay. But under the new system - to be applied only to adults in magistrates' courts - the fine level would be dictated by the income of the offender. High earners would face fines of up to three or four times more than now. A minor offence that at present carries a maximum fine of £200 would attract a penalty of £750 for the wealthy. The maximum fine for an offence such as failing to give particulars after an accident would jump from £5,000 to £15,000. The Government said the Management of Offenders and Sentencing Bill, "would help rebuild fines as a credible punishment for low-risk offenders''. It is partly based on "day fine'' schemes used on the Continent, though these tend to be linked to a prison term in the event of default. 

Under the proposals in the Bill, the fine would be determined by the number of income units imposed for the seriousness of the offence, multiplied by the financial value of each income unit based on the offender's disposable income. The Bill sets upper limits for fines, with a maximum income unit of £75.For level 1 fines, which include minor offences such as being drunk in a pub, the maximum number of units would be 10, making a fine of £750, compared to £200 now. For a level 3 offence, such as being drunk and disorderly or excessive speeding, the maximum fine would rise from £1,000 to £2,800.The Home Office said it was not intended to raise the level of fines "but to provide the potential for higher fines where the offender had the means to pay". 

Since courts already had to take into account an offender's means when setting a fine, the new scheme would "provide for greater fairness and consistency''. Courts already consider income but making the rich pay more will widen the gap between what they and somebody worse off would be fined for the same offence. Also, the better off tend to pay their fines, so the new move risks being seen as a revenue-raising exercise. David Davis, the shadow home secretary, said: "This is a cynical attempt by the Government to make the middle classes pick up the bill for their failure to manage the criminal justice system. "This is less about justice, more about raising money." 

A scheme to link fines to income was scrapped in 1993 after grotesque anomalies emerged. These included a drink-driver marginally over the legal limit being fined £1,500 while another driver more than twice the limit was fined £104 at the same court on the same day because he was receiving income support. A man was fined £1,200 for dropping a crisp packet but this was reduced to £48 because he failed to fill in his income details properly. 

The new Bill will for the first time require magistrates to take into account the availability of prison places when deciding punishment. This was seen as an attempt to hold back record rises in the prison population. Mr Davis said: "Sentencing should be determined by the crime not by the number of prison places available." In the period July to September last year, fines totalling £71.7 million were imposed but only £56 million in payments were collected. The National Audit Office found that £74 million in unpaid fines and compensation was written off in 2001, largely because the offenders could not be traced, and a further £77 million was cancelled by the courts.

TRUE OR FALSE?

1. The Bill published yesterday makes the severity of penalty dependent on how much people earn.

2. If an offender cannot pay the magistrate may cancel it.

3. The amount to pay will be a calculation of seriousness of the offence and financial ability of the offender respectively.

4. The reason for introducing such differentiations in fines was to punish the rich offenders more severely than people with lower income.

5. The danger of introducing fines based on income may create a social gap.

6. The ridiculous situation happened when an offender was fined less for a twice more serious offence than the one committed by a rich person

7. According to the new Bill, the magistrate will have to take the number of places in prisons and the seriousness of the offence into account when announcing a verdict.

FIND EITHER A SYNONYM OR ANTONYM IN THE TEXT

1. wealthy [S], 2. disconnects [A], 3. seriousness and importance of sth [S], 4. likely [S], 5. plan [S], 

6. suggestions [S], 7. well-mannered [A], 8. exact [A], 9. unlikely [A], 10. (to)narrow, restrict [A], 

11. effort [S], 12. sth unusual or unexpected [S], 13. scattered [A].

KEY:

[1] Getting geared up to drive in France                                                          

WORD FORMATION:

LIVING, DOUBTLESS, FRIGHTENING, ANNUM, CULTURED, SUBCONSCIOUS, RELUCTANCE, IRRESPECTIVE, RECOUNTING, JUSTIFICATION, PRIORITY, JUSTIFY, UNJUSTLY, CAUTION, INDESTRUCTIBILITY, SUPERSONIC, IMPATIENCE, DISCOURAGE, SYMPATHETIC

Open questions:

1. People with weak hearts and the ones that are easily frightened shouldn’t drive in France. [Driving in France is not for the faint-hearted, and definitely not for the weak-hearted. The statistics related to road accidents in France are [FRIGHT] enough.]

2. French people seem to hate any kind/type of governing body which tells them what they can and cannot do. [One overriding facet of the French mentality is the very basic, almost [CONSCIOUSNESS], aversion to any form of authority.]

3. The first factor is that they don’t know the road code and its rules, and the second factor is that breaking the law is obligatory to every Frenchman in the name of three national virtues: freedom, having the same rights and friendship, trust and support. [anyone old enough to sit behind the wheel of a car is either ignorant of the road rules, or, more likely, considers it his or her duty to break them in the name of liberty, equality and fraternity.]

4. Mr Depardieu has a deformed face after several ‘adventures’ in his life. 

5. They should be abolished since they evoke opposite reactions and it is dangerous for themselves and other road users. [, the sign always placed at the approach to a roundabout that says: ``You do not have [PRIOR],'' is like a red rag to a bull, and should be abolished as a road hazard.] 

6. talking on the phone while driving and not wearing seat belts when there’s no danger of being caught by the police. [, uses the phone while driving and takes his seat belt off when his CB radio tells him there are no police around]

7. It seems that British plates evoke in French decent drivers devils on the road like invincible Rambo. 

8. The French seem to live so quickly that they don’t want to be late for the next event in their life. [The Frenchman is always in a hurry to move on to the next situation, and a simple problem like driving should not be allowed to delay his transition.]

9. The French emergency service is excellent. They are experts in what they are doing and they are very understanding. [Time to be positive. The French emergency services are absolute wizards. Every accident is handled expertly, and even the aftercare is [SYMPATHY].]

[2] The return of rock royalty        

1. reputation, 2. epitomised, 3. perennial, 4. sophistication, 5. occasional, 6. dumbstruck, 

7. thrilled, 8. familiar, 9. maintain, 10. evolving, 11. gigs, 12. reinvigorating, 

13. incredibly, 14. terrific, 15. thoughtful, 16. achieve, 17. edginess, 18. commiserate, 

19. undeniably, 20. quintessentially

[3] Of Animal Rights And Activist Wrongs

1.
EU promises to stop the mass production of eggs.[Or the European Union's pledge to phase out the battery-cage system of producing eggs. That's a happy move for hens.]

2.
Even research to fight human illnesses. [even experiments to combat human diseases]

3.
to build a very expensive ape research facility [to build a $44 million primate research facility]

4.
The eco-terrorists outsmarted some of the wisest scientists [The bullies have outwitted some of science's biggest brains.]

5.
People were put down , threatened and their names and home addresses were made public. [which included several months of intimidation and a dozen violent attacks on the offices and trucks of a concrete supplier, a threatening letter to shareholders in the construction company and the posting of names and home addresses of Oxford University animal research scientists on the Internet ]

6.
The issue concerns the scale within which people involved in certain activities can act and how easily this border can be crossed. [They raise the issue of how much we in a democratic society have to fear from people who believe so passionately in a cause that they will turn against other people in drastic, destructive ways.]

7.
They are compared to terrorists who use force and violence to make others believe in what they do. [that we are degenerating into a world of terrorists, in which zealots of all stripes turn to guns or bombs to force their beliefs on others.]

8.
The media seem to be inefficient in the issue where the border line for those who are fighting for their cause finishes.[there's a surprising lack of serious philosophical debate in the British media about how far is too far to go in pursuit of a cause, noble or not.]

9.
The protesters must stay away from the building for the distance of at least 50 yards, are allowed to protest loudly at the distance of  25 yards and they mustn’t bother scientists and their families [Things are calmer in Oxford these days, now that the bulldozers are quiet. A court order obtained by the university requires protesters against the lab to gather at least 50 yards from the building site, and about 25 or so show up with their placards and megaphone on Thursdays for a few hours. They're also under legal orders to stay even farther away from scientists' homes and their children's schools.]

10.
Some doctors in the US were killed for performing abortions after the activists made their personal details public. [Once those personal details go out, who knows what can happen? In the United States, some doctors who performed abortions were murdered after extremists published their names and photographs.]

11.
Violent actions discourage people. It’s important to keep balance between performing aggressive acts and keeping the public interested. [a balance between drawing attention to one's cause and losing public support. Extremism tends, eventually, to push people away. There's a limit to how much excess even the British tabloids will take. Sympathy for the Irish Republican Army fell after the 1983 bombing of Harrods in London. Palestinian suicide bombers have eroded world support for an entire people's demands.]

12.
If a consumer knows that the product is e.g. ecological, they will buy it more eagerly than in the opposite case. [consumer awareness is a powerful force. British supermarkets are steps ahead of their American counterparts in offering meat, poultry and eggs produced in a humane way. Buying a half-dozen eggs in London these days is a literary adventure, as egg suppliers compete for our sense of fair play. My last box of six large brown from Marks & Spencer boasted of hens that "are free to roam on organic pasture during daylight hours . . . and are free to express natural behaviors."]

13.
her family produced pigs for experiments and so they received offensive mail and telephone calls. Also, fire was put on their property and they were unfairly suspected of being pedophiles. [Well, Gladys Hammond's family bred guinea pigs for medical research, and her sons-in-law had a history of receiving hate mail and malicious telephone calls and of being the subjects of arson attacks. They'd also endured a smear campaign that falsely suggested they were pedophiles.]

14.
The experiments will be transferred to countries which have milder animal rights policies. [biomedical projects could end up driving research away from Britain to countries where animals get an even rawer deal. Compared with the British, the French, for instance, evince almost no public concern about animal experiments. And the United States, unlike Europe, has not enacted a law that recognizes animals as "sentient beings’.]

[4]Americans Let Their Taste Trot the Globe                    

1. C, 2. H, 3. I, 4. D, 5. E, 6. B, 7. J,  8. G. 

[5]Couple are jailed for killing child because he was not perfect        

MULTIPLE CHOICE CLOZE TEST: 1.d, 2.b, 3.a, 4.a, 5.b, 6.c, 7.a, 8.a, 9.b, 10.b

TRUE/FALSE: 1.T, 2.T, 3.T, 4.T, 5.F, 6.T, 7.T, 8.F, 9.F, 10.F

[6]Caffeine Addiction Is a Mental Disorder, Doctors Say       
1F,  2E, 3A, 4B, 5D.

[7]All teenagers face citizen pledge at 18       
1. their, 2. as, 3. new, 4. time, 5. reach, 6. who, 7. despite, 8. to, 9. up, 10. adulthood, 11. on, 12. different, 13. with, 14. other, 15. for, 16. together, 17. reduce, 18. promote, 19. include, 20. be, 21. which, 

22. encourage, 23. shared, 24. behind, 25. felt, 26. parents, 27. unlikely, 28. against, 29. something, 

30. against, 31. those, 32. within, 33. on, 34. its, 35. as

[8]'Idol' gives the guys a break                                                        

1. they are going to divide the competition for the male and female part, and not both sexes together

2. they will add some more tricks to make the audience applaud while choosing the winner

3. she won and snatched the title and a contract for a record

4. his remarks are usually harsh and cruel to the bone

5. he must balance between good and bad performers without hurting anyone

6. since they will try hard to get connected to the line to vote for their favourites and the lines will constantly be busy.

7. the age limit, the oldest you can be to take part in the competition

8. live shows 

9. only some TV series get successful

[9]Britons' belief in God vanishing as religion is replaced by apathy             

WORD FORMATION: IRRELIGIOUS, HOSTILITY, INDIFFERENCE, SECULARISATION, SIGNIFICANTLY, CONSIDERABLY, SHIFTING, DISBELIEF, SUBSTANTIAL, INDIFFERENTLY, CORRESPONDINGLY, DISPOSED, FAVOURABLE, UNDOUBTEDLY, WANTING

MULTIPLE CHOICE: 1. d, 2. d, 3.c, 4.a, 5.b, 6.b, 7.c

[10]Elegant, obese dancers shatter stereotypes                                           

1. They know how to make the best of their irregular shapes.

2. It challenges a common view that dance is only for slim people.

3. He was looking for extraordinary feature of the dancers soul, energy to dance and willingness (he looked for inner spark, eagerness and motivation)

4. Only he is a professional dancer (who danced professionally before the group's creation)
5. Dancers can’t be paid a salary because they have been trained in state schools (the reason there's been no formal endorsement for the group is that most of the dancers have not received dance training from the state).

6. One can feel something strange, a lot of energy just to be freed. 
[11]Animal-Human Hybrids Spark Controversy    

1F, 2F, 3T, 4T, 5F, 6F, 7T, 8T

[12] A Woman of Our Times                                                              

1.D, 2. E, 3. G, 4. I, 5. H, 6. F, 7. A.

[13]I'm homesick - but not really sure for where            

1. t, 2. NoInfo, 3. t, 4. t, 5. t, 6. NoInfo, 7. t, 8. f, 9. f, 10. t, 11. f, 12. t, 13.NoInfo, 14.t.

[14]Africa Fights Locust Plagues    
WORD FORMATION: 1. biblical, 2. nearly, 3. outbreak, 4. shortages, 5. misery, 6 . density, 7. rainfall, 8. breeding, 9. regularities, 10. predictable, 11. massive, 12. comprising, 13. livelihood

CLOZE TEST: 1. To, 2. with, 3. on, 4. where, 5. provide, 6. to, 7. with, 8. also, 9. Most, 10. with, 

11. more, 12. off, 13. to, 14. harmless, 15. including,  

 SYNONYMS/ANTONYMS: 1. remains, 2. impact, 3. controlling, 4. priority, 5. elusive, 6. giant, 7. organic, 8. Frankly, 9. generally, 10. capability, 11. totally, 12. effects

[15]Middle class to pay higher fines for the same offence      

TRUE/FALSE: 1. T, 2. F, 3. T, 4. F, 5. T, 6. T, 7. F

SYNONYMS OR ANTONYMS: 1. better-off, 2. links, 3. gravity, 4. credible, 5. scheme, 6. proposals, 

7. disorderly, 8. excessive, 9. potential, 10. widen, 11. attempt, 12. anomalies, 13. collected
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